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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MIGRATION AND SETTLE-
MERNT.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, What
number of male migrants (nominated or as-
sisted) nrrived in Western Australin during
the sears 1920, 1921, aud up to 30th June,
19227 2, How many have remained in West-
ern Australia for 12 months or more? 3, How
many have been placed on holdings of their
own?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 1920, 619;
1921, 1,821; 1922, to 30th June, 1,548, 2, It
is not praeticable to record movements of all
arrivals, and the number, probably the great
bulk, remaining ¢annot e accurately stated.
3, No record was kept of the birthplace of
land selectors prior to immigration agrec-
ment, which covers migraants leaving Britain
after 25th September, 1922

QUESTIONS (2)—GOVERNMENT IN-
STITUTIONS, MEAT CONTRACTS.

Hospital for Insane.

Mr. MUNSTE asked the Colonial Seeretary:
1, Who arc the contractors for the supply ot
meat to the Hospital for Insane, Claremont?
2 What percentage of the meat supplied dur-
ing the past six months was frozen? 3, What
percentage of the frozem meat, if any, was
imported from the Eastern States?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Claremont Meat Company. 2, None. On two
or three occasicns ehilled meat wag supplied.
3, Cannot say.

Other lustitutions.

Mr. McCALLUM asked the Colonial Seere-
tary: 1, Is he awarc that frozen meat iw
being substituted for fresh meat in supplies
to Government institutions under the pro-
visions of a contract that stipulates and pays
for fresh meat? 2, Is he aware that, as
late a3 Saturday weck, some thousands of
pounds of frozen meat were supplied to Gov-
ernment institutions uwnder the £resh meat con-
tract? 3, Will he take steps cither by an
inspection similar to that pow operating over
meat supplied te the Wooroleo Sanaterium,
or some other equally effcetive method, to en-
sure that the State reecives the artiele which
the contractor is paid te supply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1 and 2, No. 8, Answered by Nos. 1 and 2.

QUESTIONS (3)—FORESTS DEPART-
. MENT.

Fages,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN agked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What rates arc being paid by the
Forests Department te nxemen engaged in top
clearing? 2, Was a reduction reecently mado
in the wages of employces of the Forests De-
partment? 3, If so, who suthorised such re-
duction?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
L4s. per day, rising to £4 13s. per week; 139,
6d. per day when the men have aequired the
necessary special knowledge for the work, 2,
Certain work at Mundaring Weir having been
completed, the surplus men were paid off, but
were offered top disposal work at the above
rates. 3 Answered by 1 and 2,

Hewers.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Mines: Has any suggestion been made that
sawmnillers can get extended leases or more
country from the Forests Department, pro-
vided they agree to the total aholition of
hewers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
No; not so far as I am aware,

Foyal Commissicn’s Recommendations.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, When ia it proposed to carry into
cffeet the recommendations of the Royal Com-
misgion on forestry dealing with (a) the ap-
pointment of an advisory board, and (b) the
appointment of inspectors ti overhaul mach-
inery and plant in order to prevent aceidents?

The MINTISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
(a) and (b). This matter iz now under con-
sideration.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE HOTELS.
Price of Bum.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Colonial
Secretary : 1, What is the wholesale price
for rum per bottle purchased by the State



[31 JunLy, 1923.] 15

Hotels Department? 2, What is the retail
price, by glass, secured over the counter for
the same bottle

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Price of rum per bottle ranges from 5s. 8d.
to 10s. 4d. 2, l1s. per glass. A bottle con’
tains from 15 to 20 glasses.

Adulteration of Liquor.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Colonial
Seeretary : 1, At the recent departmental
inquiry into adulteration of liquor at State
hotels were the dismissed officers ealled on to
give evidence? 2, If not, why not? 3, Is it
his intention to lay on the Table the evidence
and finding of the board of inquiry?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1, No. 2, Neither the Police Department nor
the State hotels applied for them to be
called, nor did any matter arise during the
inquiry that ian the opinion of the Public
Service Commissioner made their evidence
negessary, and they did not ask to be heard.
3, Not unless the papers are asked for in
the usual way.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
OFFICERS' TRANSPORT.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it o fact that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are buying motor eyeles
and side cars for their field officers? 2, Haa
the officer to pay interest and the whole of
the purchase money no matter how unsuit-
able the vehicle? 3, Did some officers object
to take machines, and were they thereupon
threatened with dismissalt 4, How long has
it been the policy of the department to com-
pel employees to provide their own trans-
port? 5, Do private cmployers impose this
condition?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes, The wide range of field
inspection requires modern and rapid means
of travelling. 2, Yes; but no unsuitable
machines are purchased. 3, Only one officer
objected, and was informed that he must
comply with departmental requirements. 4,
SBince 1st July officers have been required to
provide their own vehicles, but the Depart-
ment pay a mileage allowance sufficient to
cover all running expenses, and to recoup
the offcer for the purchase price. In addi-
tion the Government have advanced the pur-
chase money, and arranged for repayment
on easy terms out of the mileage allowance.
5, Judging by advertisements, yes.

QUESTION—-RAVENSTHORPE
SMELTER.

Privy Council Decision.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Premier: 1, Has
interest to be paid by the Government on the
som involved in the action of MeNeil and
Bernales v. the Crown? 2, If so, (a) what
is the rate per ceat.; (b) what is the total

interest to date; (¢) what is the total im-
terest since the Privy Council decision?

The PREMIER replied: The judgment.
ordered that an account be taken, and
directed the Master to certify what is due
from either of the parties to the other of
them; and further consideration of the
action was adjourned. Interest is not pay-
able until judgment is entered for the
amount certified to be due.

QUESTION—FAIR RENTS LEGISLA-
TION,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government o
introduce this session a Bill providing for
the fixing of fair rents in accordance with
the request by motion previously carried by
this Assembly?

The PREMIER replied: It has not been
decided to introduce this Bill

QUESTION—POLICE RECRUITS,
QUARTERS.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What is the percentage of men
serving as rccruits to the police force that
have been granted sick leave during their
tenaney of the quarters provided for them
at Roe-street? 2, Will he cause an inspec-
tion to be made of these premises whieh are
situated in a loft above the stable, and if
found to be unsatisfactory, cause other ac-
commodation to be provided?

_ The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
It is assumed the hon. member refers to the
instruetional schoolroom for reervits and
not to the police barracks. So far as the
32 recruits taken in on June of last year
are concerned, seven were affected with var-
ious illnesses during their probationary per-
iod, as follows:—1) tonsilitis, 1 ¢old, 2 in-
fluenza, 1 lumbago, 2 gastritis, and 1 absecess.
2, Representations have already been made
regarding the neccssity for meore aunitable
accommodation.

QUESTIONS (3)—WATER SUPPLIES.
Metropolitan Storage Reservoirs.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, When will the works at Mt. Haw-
thorn and Mt Eliza in connection with the
ereation of new reservoirs for the storage
of water for the North Perth water supply
be completed? 2, Is it estimated that the
supply thus created will be sufficient to meet
the demands next summer? 3, Will the
Government consider the advisability of re-
placing with Jarger maing the old inadequate
water mains which are now feeding the higher
levels?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied:

1, (a) Mt. Hawthorn in December. (b) Mt.
Eliza in Janvary. 2, Yes. 3, Yes.
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Subsidiary Weirs.

Mr. MANN (for Mr. J. MacCallum Smith)
asked the Premier: 1, Is there any agreemant
in existence hetween the Govermment and the
owuer of the land below the Mundaring weir
for permission to erect other weirs$ 2, If
80, will the Minister inform the House what
are the conditions of such agreement? 3,
Why have these weirs not been crected when
Perth is so badly in need of an up-to-date
and cfficient water supply#$

The PREMIER replied: 1, Careful search
has been made, and ne trace of any such
agreement has been found., 2, Answered by
No. 1. 3, ANl eaginrering adviec at the dis-
posal of the Government has heen against
the crection of weirs as suggested, and a
better proposal has been adopted.

Hondinin District.
Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Minister for

Works: Has anything been done in the mat-
ter of providing a permanent water supply

for the Kondinin distriet?
The MINISTER TFOR WORKS replied:
Inquiries were made some time ago. The

engineer in charge of this work is reviewing
the various proposals for wuter supplies in
agricultural districts, and this report will he
shortly completed.

QUESTION—TUBERCULOSIS,
Spahlinger Treatment.

Mr. MeCALLUM azked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government token any aection to
secure for local use Spahlinger’s treatment
for consumption? 2, If so, what stage have
the negotintions reached? 3, Have the Gov-
-ernment any advice as to whether the Com-
menwealth Government have cndeavoured to
secure the serum? 4, If so, will he inform
the House what success has atiended that
Government's efforts?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No. 3,
“The Federal Government have taken the mat-
ter vp. 4, T will inquire from the Prime
Minister as to the position.

QUESTION—KONDINTN EAST, ROAD
FACILITIES.

Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Minister for
Worka: 1, Is he aware there is a large area
20 miles east of Kondinin under crop this
year? 2, If so, will he take steps to have a
road cleared fo enable the people concerned
‘1o get their produce to the railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Instructions have been recently
given to an officer now in the distriet to in-
spect the feeder road which has already beea
eleared to a point 26 miles east of Kondinin,
:and to report on same.

QUESTION—DWARDA RAILWAY

EXTENSION,
_ Mr. HICEMOTT asked the Premier: 1,
Is it his intention to iutroduce during the
present session a Bill to authorise the exten-
sion. of the Dwarda line northwards up the
Hotham Valley, as recommended by the
Rai;wa)‘ Advisory Board? 2, If not, why
not

The PREMIER replicd: 1, No. 2, Be.
cande, suhjeet to any deviation authorised
by Parliament, it is intended to construct the
Narrogin-Dwarda line,

QUESTION—HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODA-
TION, BUSSELTON.

AMr. PICKERING asked the Colonial Sve-
retary: In view of the defeat of the Hospitnls
Bill, what steps does he intend to take in
order to provide the accommodation urgently
required at the Busselton hespital, conse-
quent upon the inereased ponulation due to
group settlementd

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Srch steps as may be npecessary.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT,
COBTS,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Can he state what has been the average cost
of elearing individual blocks uauder group
settloment? 2, What is the system of allocat-
ing eosts under group scttlement develop-
ment?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is not pos-
sible to statc average cost, as the work is in
varying stages of progress. 2, Papers setting
ont methnd of allocation will be laid on the
Table of the House.

TEMPORARY CHAIBRMEN
COMMITTEES,
Mr, S8PEAKER: I desire to inform the
House that 1 have appointed as temporary
Chairmen of Committees the member for
Gascoyne (My. Angelo) and the member for
Hannans {Mr. Munsie).

or -

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,790,600.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER and TREASGRER (Hob.
Sir James AMitehell—Northam) [455]): I
move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resoiu
tions from the Committecs of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and
adopied on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Commilices, and
also the passing of a Supply Bill through
all its stages in one day, and to enable the
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busincss aforesaid to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-reply is
adopted,

Question put and passed,

Measage.

Message from the Governor reccived and
rcad recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill,

In Committec of Supply.

The House having resolved into Committee
of Supply, Mr. Angelo in the Chair,

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hon.
Sir James Mitchell—Northam) [4.58]: I
nove—

Thut there be granted to IHis Majesty on
account of the service of the year ending
the 30th June, 1924, @ sum nolt exrceeding
£1,790,600.

Hon. members know that it is usuval to ask
for supply in the initial stage of the session.
They know also that it is usual to ask for
supply on the basis of the previous year's
expenditure. I hope to bring down the
Budget as soon ag the Address-in-reply de-
bate has been concluded, so that in a very
short time we shall be able to discuss the
whole guestion of finanee iwith the statements
and information which hon. members require
before them. This motion asks for the usual
authority, and is intended to cover two
months’ expenditure hased on the cxpendi-
ture for the corresponding two months of the
last financial vear. The actual results of
that vear are, of course, fresh in the minds
of hon. members. We antieipated a defieit
of £389,690, and the actual result wag a
deficit of £415.351, or some £135,000 in excess
of my estimate. I expected to receive from
licenses re~istration £116,000, wherens the
revenue from that source amounted to only
£534,65¢.  Hon. members will recolleet that
the Licensinz Bill passed through this Tlouse
in an altered form and the result was a con-
siderably reduced revenue.

Hon. P. Collier: That was for the half-
year.

The PREMIER: It was intended to cover
the whole year. However, my cxpectations
were not realised and there was a shortage in
this respect of £61,000. Then the Hospitals
Bill failed to hecome law and, as a result of
that, no less an expenditure than £53,000 had
to he met. These two items give us a total
of £114,000, Had I obtained the benefit that
T exreeted under these heads, the deficit
would have been £100,000 below my estimate.
The total revenue was £52,850 short of the
estimate and the expenditure was £37,108 he-
low the estimate, but compared with last year
there was an improvement of £326,784, I
hape that will bhe considered satisfactory
progress. The revenue was £300,385 greater
than that of the previous year, and the ex-

penditure was £26,399 less. On the govern-
wental  side, the position improved by
£244,062 and public utilities by £237,761. 1
wish to call attention to the faet that the
public utilities are largely responsible for the
improvement in the position. I have pointed
out time and again that the public utilities
were in the main responsille for the defieit,
and T can only expresa the hope now that the
improvement shown in the past year will be
maintained. With the enormous amount of
money which is invested in these eoncerns, it
is important that they should carn interest
and sinking fund. We know, however, that
that bhas leen impossible since 1914, But
with inercased activity and inereaseld produe-
tion, the result during the past vear must
he regarded as gratifving, 7 do not know
that I need zay very much about the railways
because the subject will be discussed fully in
a few weeks' time, I thought, however, that
hon. members would he glad to he told that
the railways and other publie utilities had
dane much hetter last year than in the pre-
vipus year. Last year we paid £138,148
towards the sinking fund more than in the
previons year. All things taken into eonsid-
cration, and remembering too that a great
portion of the deficit is actually eash paid to
the trustees of our sinking fund in London,
1 think that we cean congratulate ourselves
that there has been some improvement in the
position duc to the increase in our trade.
After all, we may colleet money by way of
taxation, but the greater part of revenune
comes from trade, and in the richer States
trade is so great that revenue comes to the
Treasury without much effort. The jmprove-
ment in this State is reflected in the enrnings
from invested money,

Hon. I'. COLLTER (Boulder) |5.7): It
is rather disconcerting to members to have
to hegin the session with their execution plac-
arded on the wall right opposite this side
of the House. T rather think we might have
made it 50.30 and placed one map on this
side of the House to face members on the
Ministerial henches, We are asked to discuss
the important matter of granting Supply to
the Government for one-fifth of the year
when the minds of most hon. members are
far removed from deficits and financial diffi-
culties, due to the position which has just
been revealed to us by the maps on the walls.
However, there are one or two guestions
ahout which members might well ask Min-
isters for an explanation before agrecing to
the Supply which is sought. I do not pro-
pose at this stage to make any observations
regarding the finances beeause I intend to
reserve what T have to say in that respect
until the debate is resumed on the Address-
in-reply. I should, however, like to ask the
Premier what provision he proposes to make,
from the amount of money he is asking Par-
liament to grant, to relieve the nnemployed
situation as it exists in the State at the pres-
ent time, I have no desire whatever to ex-
aggerate or to give undue prominence to the



18 [ASSEMBLY.]

fact that we have a considerable number of
men out of employment at the present time
in various parts of the State, but neverthe-
less it is essential in the interests of the
State, apart altogether from the welfare of
those who are more intimately concerned,
that we should know what the Government
proposes to do in the immediate future with
regard to the number of men, and women
too, who unfortunately find themselves out
of work at the present time. I know it will
be claimed that the number is not nearly so
great as is contcnded in some quarters. It
will also be asserted that the unemployment
in the city is largely due to the fact that a
considerable number of men migrate from
the eountry districts to the city. But the
fact stands that there are many men out
ot work practically throughout the whole
of the country distriets.

The Premier: I would like to know where.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T will be able to give
the Premier one or two instances, and au-
thentic instances at that. T am not going to
deal with unemployment on the goldfields,
bhut T could say with absolute truth that in
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder distriets alone
there are several hundred men who find
themselves out of work, I am aware of the
diffieulty in providing work in that part of
the State; in fact it is an impossibility. If
men there desire work they must move to
other parts of the State, but if we find that
the labour market is congested in practieally
every other part of the State, the prospects
of those who are on the goldfields are pretty
dismal indeed. There are nmumbers of men
out of work in many of the agricultural cen-
tres. The Premier asked for proof. I have
here a list of the names of 63 men who are
out of work at Merredin, As a proof of the
bona-fides of these people, the names are
attested by reputable residentz of the town
of Merredin. T liave no objection to hon.
members seeing this list. Ti we find that
as many as 63 men are out of work at Mer-
redin, we may well assume that other im-
portant agricultural towns have a similar
proportion of unemployed.

l\gr. Harrison: What is the date of that
list

Hon, P. COLLIER: The 26th of the pres-
ent month. This is how the statement reads:
We desire to draw your attention to the
fact that at present we are unemployved
in Merredin and we strongly ohject to the
Government sending men from Perth
while we, the residents of the district, are
without means of sustenance.
They point out that, although railway econ-
strnetion i3 going on in the Merredin dis-
trict——they refer to the Merredin-Narembheen
ratlway—they are unable to find work bhe-
cause all the men employed on that eonstrue-
tion work have bcen sent from Perth. If
men in the country districts and in the im-
mediate  vieinity of rajlway  construction
works arec unable to ohtain employment, sim-
ply because those engaged on such works are
sent from Perth, then one cannot be surprised

if there is a tendency on the part of these
who are out of employment in the country to
make their way into the ecapital eity. It
is the only way apparently by ®hich they
can obtain employment.

The Premier: Oh no, no!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier has a
habit of saying ‘Ol no, no!’’ but we know
perfectly well that men for different works
in the country are engaged from the Labour
Bureau or from among the ranks of the un-
emnployed in the city. That is a fact, and
if the Premier is not aware of it he has not
been advised by the officers responsible for
engaging those men.

Mr. Harrison: Do you mind my seeing that
list?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly not. I have
no reason whatever to believe that it is not
correct. The names are all attested by Jocal
people of repute. Apart from those out of
wark in the country, we have a nnmber suf-
fering aeute distress in the metropolitan area.
I do not believe that the number of men who
attend at the Labour Burcau daily nearly re-
presents the full number of those out of work.
Very many do not go to the Labour Bureaw
or take part in demonstrations, They desire
rather to hide the fact that they are ont of
work, IMirther, I have passed by the bureau
on many days and seen the men waiting there
for employment. From long experience I can
say 1 have never seen a body of men who
appeared to be more genuine in their require-
ments, or of better class. They are com-
posed largely of young men, many of them
fairly well brought up and eduncated. One
glance at them would convinee anybody that
they are not of the class unemployable. Un-
fortunately in capital vities there is always
a percentage of such men, but the term does
not apply to these out of work in Perth at
present. The distress consequent wpon vnem-
ployment is not observable on the surface. In
addition to the men to be seen at the Labour
Bureau, many hundreds of girls, women and
youths resident in the metropolitan ares are
out of work, and have heen so for many
months. Were it not for the fact that a num-
ber of those young people, from 16 years of
age upwards, are fortunmate enough to have
parents able to keep them, the position would
be very difficult indeed for them. As it is,
they do not parade their unemployment, for
the reason that they are not actually suffer-
ing distress, However, that is the situation,
and it is incombent on the Government to
take immediate stepa to relieve it. We have
a number of migrants in town, several
geores of them, unable to obtain work, I do
not altogether blame the immigration policy
for uncmployment; but there is something
radieally wrong with the administration of
that poliey when we find it recorded in the
papers week after week that eonsiderable num-
bers of migrants are ateadily arriving in ship-
loads, and at the same time we have in our
midst hundreds of men unable to find work.
If we declare to the world, as we have done,
that the State is able to absorb 75,000 mi-
grants per annum
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The Premier:
that 23,000.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, | am sorry,
23,000 is what I meant to say. Clearly there
is something wrong in the administration.
Either the Government have not yet got the
scheme into working order, are nof prepared
with an organised method of absorbing the
new arrivals, or there is something else radic-
ally wrong. There are due to arrive this weck
500 migrants from the Old Country. Where
are we to find work for them, if we cannot
find it for bundreds already in the State? |
noticed in the newspaper that the Premicr
of Vietoria said that irreparable harm was
being done to the policy of inumigration by
the stories that drifted to the Ol Country
of the dissatisfaction of those who had come
to Ausiralia. The true friends of a sound
policy of immigration are those who endeavour
to obviate the situation that, unfortunately,
exisls to-day. Tt is inevitahle that those men
who find themselves drifting about the coun-
try, unahle to obtain work, will acquaint their
friends in the Old Country of the position,
will make known in the 0ld Couniry their
situation in the new. That of itself will do
great harm to the peliey of immigration. 1
hope that before Supply is passed the
Premier will be able te give us some informa-
tion as to what he proposes to do in the
matter, When a shipload of migrants arrive,
they are taken to the Tmmigrants’ Heme, and
the responsibility of finding employment for
them ijg placed on the shoulders of a body of
private citizens whe voluntarily undertake the
tagsk and who have done splendid service.

The Premier: Why should they not do so?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Do the Gavernment
congider their duty discharged when they
stand on onc side and leave it to the New
Scttlers Leaguce to obtain employment by
‘“drives’’ through the country, begging far-
mers—for that is what it amounts to—to find
employment for the neweomers while there are
already thousands of unemployed in the dis-
tricts visited by the New Settlers League?

The Premier: No, no!

Hon. P. COLLIER: But there are. In
many instances farmers have been induced to
find employment for the ncweomers by pot-
ting off those 2lready emplojcd.

The Premier: T should like fo know even
one instance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is how the poliey
works out: When the New Setilers’ League
find employment for those men, and the men
prove unsuitable and arc dismissed after a
few weeks, neither the league nor the Gov-
ernment accept any further responsibility for
them. The Government, having brought them
here and found work for them, no matter how
unsuitable they may be for that work, accept
no forther responsibilits, and so the obliga-
tion is upeon the newecomers to drift around
the country and find work in other avenues
for themselves. Surely the Premier will not
eontend that it is sound to decline ail respon-
sibility in respect of finding further work for
those people! YWhen once the newcomers have

I think you ought to make

heen placed in employment, the Government’s
responsibility ends.

The Premier: No, no!

Hon., P. COLLIER: Bui that is bow it is
working out.

The Premier: No, no!

Hon. P. COLLIER: There can be no ques-
tion about it. Those men, unable to find work
in the country, come back to town and wait
upon the New Settlers League, who say,
‘“We cannot find any more work for you.’’
Besides, in the discharge of their self-imposed
obligations, the New Scttlers’ League always
have their cyes on the Immigrants’ Home
with a view to placing newcomers as they
arrive,

The Premier:
ganisation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Their organisation
consists in arranging ‘‘drives’’ through the
vonntry, ealling on farmers and placing with
them new arrivals, very often by the ox-
pedient of displacing others already in em-
ployment.  This is the existing position :
If the whole policy of immigration is not to
receive a severe setback, it will be necessary
for the Government to take active steps to
relieve the unemployment situation. I hope
the Premier will be able to give to the Housc
an assurance that the situation will be re-
heved immediately, and that we shall not
have the spectacle of men tramping around
the country, quite unable to find work.

The Premier: They do not tramp very
far,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Again, the policy is
operating in the dircetion of reducing the
wage standard of the workers in this State.

The Premier: Np, it is very mmnch higher
than it was a few years apo.

Hon, P. COLLTER: {t needs to be. The
Premier’s defieit is very mueh higher than it
wits a few years ago.

The Premier: No fear!
less.

Hon, P. COLLIER: In any ease, the cost
of living has gone up a great deal. I under-
stand the Government are making available
some of the money voted by the Common-
wealth Government for the construetion of
roads in country distriets,

The Premier: Yes.

Hen. P. COLLIER: T know one district in
which it has leen utilised to reduce the wage
standard of the town. I will give the in-
stance: The Government, I understand, have
advanced money to the Armadale Road Board
for the purpose of the main road in that
district. The secretary of the road board
attended at the Labom Burean to seleet men
for the work, and the wage he offered was
Is, 4d. per day less than the ruling standard
rate, 1s. 4d. per day less than the Minister
for Works and the Govéerument have been
payving for two years past and are still pay-
ing. T have here the agreement signed be-
tween the Minister for Works and a union as
to the rate of wage for all railway and road
construction, both in the metropolitan area
and in country disirietz. That rate provides

They musr have some or-

It is very much



20 [ASSEMBLY.]

for 1s. 4d. per day more than is being paid
on the work now heing carried out on the
Armudale road.

The Premier: That agreement was drawn
up in accordance with the railway award.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It covers all road eon-
struction as well It covers the rate of
wages that has been claimed in the Arbitra-
tion Court during the past month or so, and
of course the Government are bBound by that
rate of wage until the award of the court is
delivered.  Tf that award should have the
effect of veducing the rate of wages set ont
in this agreement, the union, of course, will
honourably observe the award; but until the
award is delivered, no public funds should be
available to enable road boards to obtain
labour at a rate lower than the rate ruling in
the district. If the Government were to earry
out this work on the Armadaleroad they
would have to puy the rate set out in the
agreemeni; hbut by making the advance to
the road board, the Government enable that
board to get the work carried out at 1s. 4d.
per dzy less than the rate provided for in
this agreement. Tt is not fair that any pub-
lic body or scmi-publie body should take ad-
vantage of men’s necessities in order to ob-
tain their labour at a wage below the ruling
rate. The vesult was that the unemployed in
the city did not take this work, and they did
quite right in not taking it; but the secre-
tary of the road board, or these nssociated
with him, obtained men in mud around the
district—sotmewhecre between Kelmseott and
Armadale—that were residents and small
landholders and were not unemployed at all,
These people were obtained to do the work,
and so tlie work is being earried out at the
reduced rate of pay, but this has not had the
effect of relieving the unemployed market at
all. If migration is going to have the effeet
of throwing men on to the labour market,
thus tending to destroy the wage standards
that have been huilt up in this State for
many years, then we must expect very strong
and serious hostility to be raised against the
whole policy and principle. I do not kuow
whether this sort of thing has occurred in
other distriets as well, but it certainly has
oceurred in the Armadale distriet. I hope
the Premier will give an asgsurance that he
will not be a party to advancing Government
funds to any leeal hody for the purpose of
permitting such body to bring about a redue-
tion of wages.

The Premier: We have nothing to do with
the wages paid by the board.

Henr. P. COLLIER: T am aware of that,
but I do say that the Government are finding
money to enzble the road heard to carry out
this work and that they are carrying it out
in the manner I have described.

The Minister for Works: We adhere to
that wages agreement in regard to all Gov-
ernment work.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have not accused
the Minister of not adhering to it; he ean-
not get away from it. There is his signature.
At the same time, I do not suggest that he

has any desire to depart from it. The posi-
tion is that instead of the Government doing
this work at standard rates, this local body is
getting the work done at rates bhelow the
standard. T hope the Premicr will take im-
mediate steps to find work for all in need of
it, not only for those men resident in the
tewn, but also for those in the country,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [3.33]: Re-
garding one of the statements made by the
Leader of the Opposition, it is not correet
to say that, when migrants return to the
New Settlers’ League after having been once
placed in a situation by that organisation,
that is the end of the association between the
migrants and the league. Had 1 known that
the Leader of the Opposition was going to
make such z statement, I could have produced
the exnct figures showing the number of
migrante who had been placed in employvment
a second time. T can certainly say that there
are some who have been placed up to four
and even five times, and on each oecasion
when they have refurned to the league, they
have received all possible consideration and
advice. It is not true to say that the league
have allowed them to go their own way after
having found them one siluation.

My, Marghall: The league turned off one
man who was efficient,

Mr, PICKERING: We are dealing with
the bulk ond net with individuals. This ap-
peals to me as being a political dodge., Mem-
bers should be honest about this matter.
Since the House went into reeess, it hag been
my yprivilege to be a member of the New
SBettlers’ League, and I can vouch for the
great work the organisation has done in the
interests of the State,

Hon. P. Collier: No one denies that.

Mr. PICKERING: But the Leader of the
Opposition said that these men, after having
received one situation, had to look after
themselves. I could obtain figures to show
that some of them have been placed in em-
ployment no fewer that five times.

Hon. P. Collier: T am well aware of that,
but the principal obligation ends after the
first appeintment.

Mr., PICKERING: No, it does not. Apart,
from the New Setilers’ League, the State
owes a big debt to the farming ecommunity
of Western Australia for having absorbed the
new arrivals, The farming community have
done ycoman service to the State by absorb-
ing the new arrivals as they came forward.

Mr, Hughes: By getting them to work for
25 ‘‘bob’’ when Australians were getting
£2 10s. a week.

Mr. PICEKERING: Such  Australians
would be men expetienced in farming. Ig it
contended that the farming community shonld
carry the whole burden of the immigration
policy or the whole of the cest of edueating
these new arrivals? These people come here
without experience and do not know how to
use farm implements, and surely the farmers
should not be expected to stand the whole
of the expense of financing this poliey. The
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new arrival is well paid for the work he does
in the early stages of his employment.

Mr. Willcock: Do you say he is fairly paid?

AMr PICKERING: Yes, in the cariy stages
of his employment he is well paid, and as he
hecomes compctent, his wages are increased.
It is very casy for members to make these
statements, but it eannot be proved that they
aro founded on facts.

Mr. Marshall: I can mention one ease——

Mr. PICKERIXNG: I am not dealing with
individuals; I am dealing with the bulk,
The New Settlers’ Leaguve are doing their
best to place the migrants and they are
doing their work very effectively indeed. [t
is only at this late stage that the Trades
Hall autherities have adopted an attitude
of solicitude for the welfare of the migrants.
The reason is very evident. Without doubt
the Trades Hall attitude will be inimical to
the immigration policy of this State.

Mr. Hughes: If we did not do something,
a majority of them wounld soon be - unem-
ployed,

Mr. PICKERING: So far there has heen
very little unemployment and I trust that
the works already in hand, together with
those about to ba put in hand, will continue
to absorb those men who arc out of work.

Hon. P. Collier: In your distriet they are
all on Government pay.

Mr. PICKERING: Why should not my
distriet have a full share of Government ex-
penditure? T shall at all times do my best
to see that it gets a fair share. The Fre-
mier’s announcement of the deficit has come
23 a big surprise to all of us, Instead of
its being in the neighbourhood of £400,000,
we all expeeted that it would approach the
amount of last ycar’s defieit. Tt is only fair
to the Premier to say that we were pleasantly
surprised at the excellent result he has
achieved. It has been said that the defieit
on this month's operations will probably be
considerable, but that has heen se in past
years, and it will be a matter fer surprise
if it is not so this year. With a sound finan-
cial poliey during the preseat year, T believe
we shall be able to bring about a very suhb-
stantial reduction as comnared with last
year’s defieit.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.40]: I want to tell the
Leader of the Opposition what has been done
to cope with the wnemployment, which is in-
separable from this season of the year. I
have told the publie, and I told the House
months ago, that the Gevernment would re-
serve as muoch as possible of their loan works
for this period of fhe ycar. We have to re-
member that our shipping business is practie-
ally at a standstill. At times 1,100 men find
employment on the wharf, hut at present not
more than 200 are requirad. We have to re-
member, too, that n considerable number of
people find employment in moving ships’ car-
go and storing it, and when the shipping busi-
ness is slack, quite a large number of workers
are necessarily rendered idle. Trade gener-
ally is affected also and a large number of

men are consequently thrown out of work. L
do not know that we ever had less unemploy-
ment at this season of the year than we have
at preseni, but I do know that on Govera-
ment works ir the metropolitan area—and
every one is a mnecessary work—cemployment
has been found for a great many men,

Mr. Hughes: How many?

The PREMIER: I shall tell the hon. mem-
ber. When I returned from the Premiers’® con-
ference, I was asked to provide work for 400
unemployed. 1 have provided work for 1,640

Mr. Munsie: And put about 300 off other
jobs.

The PREMIER: I wish the hon. member
woud permit me to state the facts in my own
way. The hon. member had o fair fing yeater-
day when he dealt with the sugar questiou.

Mr, Munsic: I have here a book hearing
your gignature. You said that sugar could
be purchared in 1919 at 3d. per lb, and we
know it comld not.

Hon. T'. Collice: They must have forged
the Premier’s signature that time.

The PREMIER: I have been credited with
having said things 1 never did say. If we
had had to .find work for only those men
whose homes are in the metropolitan area,
there would not be a man out of a joh to-
day.

Mr. Hughes: That is not true.

The PREMIER: It is a criminal thing to
encourage men to come from the country to
the city and take the bread out of the mouths
of those men who have their homes’ estab-
lished in the city.

Mr. Lutey: Who is doiag that?

The PREMIER: The men living in the
metropolitan area are cntitled to the work
offering in the metropolitan area. Representa-
tives of the unions saw me and I warned them
against encouraging men to come to the eity
from the country, Of course, Perth is an at-
tractive place. If the membor for Brown-
hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey) were young—per-
haps [ should apolegise to the hon. member
for suggesting he i3 otherwige—he would wang
to come to Perth.

Mr. Hughes:
starve?

The PREMIER: The member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) is a migrant and has
not starved here; in fact, this country has
been gooed to him,

Mr. Hughes: I came “rom the goldfields.

Mr. McCallum: By the way, did not you
come from the couniry to the city?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. McCallum: Then what are you growl-
fng about?

The PREMIER:
welcome you all.

Mr. Hughes: You got in early and took
the eream hefore we could get here,

The PREMIER: Ag a West Awustralian 1
never had a chance to pull the door behind
me, I welcome everyone who comes to West-
ern Australia. I know I have made mistakes
in welcoming some, but I have always said
—‘‘Let them all come.’’ Every member on

What! Come to Perth to

I am not growling. 1
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the Opposition side, without exception, has
come to this country.

Mr. Lutey: But a long time ago,

The PREMIER: Some have rendered ex-
cellent service; some are doing excellent work
to-day.

Mr. McCallom: You weee pretty dead un-
til we came into the country,

The PREMIER: We would he dead now—

My, MeCallum:  Tf it had not been for us.

The PREMIER: Ng, if it had not been
for the exertions of some people to make us
prosperons,

Mr. Hughes: There is more energy avail-
able if you can use it.

The PREMIER: Some men have rendered
excellent service to this State but, as to others,
T am praying to God to learn why they cver
came here. Tt is wrong to bring these people
into Perth. T do not say the Trades Hall has
brought them, but they have been cneouraged
to come to the city.

Mr. Munsie: By whom?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is very
impatient.

Mr. Munsie: Why keep on referring to the
Trades Hall? Why not say what you mean?
Who has encouraged them to come to Perth?
We have done more to keep them out of
Perth than yon have; to keep them in the
country and find work for them there.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member had
remained quiet I would have told him that
they have been encouraged to come to Perth
by the published - statement that there was
work to be done here.

Mr. Munsie: That is yowr fault.
Iished it. Why blame us?

The PREMIER: T plead guilty to all the
hon. member charges me with, That is se
much more simple than arguing the question,
I know there is work for men in Perth. Some
of the men, as the Leader of the Opposition
has said, are a very fine and respectable body.
T meet them in my walks in the morning, and
have talked with many of them in King’s
Park. TUnfortunately, we shall not be start-
ing the work in King’s Park until later in the
weck, but T have discnssed things with the
men. Some men have ecomplained that those
who have come from the country have not
been able to get work, It would be so diff.
erent if there was not enough work in the
country, but there is plenty of work there.
I hardly think the Leader of the Opposition
has heen eredibly informed regarding the
number of unemployed. T believe Mr. Clem-
entson stated we said we would take 400
men, but that we did noet do so. We did
take the 400 men ard far more., On new
public works 609 men have heen engaged,
on water supply work 460 men, on the rail-
ways 513, on the tramways 60 men, and in
private engagements 524 men. That is a con-
siderable number, far greater than the num-
ber of men who ean be out of work in the
metropolitan area. The building trade is
active, T am informed if there were 100
more brieklayers they could find employment,
and these would create employment for many
other people.

You pnb-

Mr, Munsie: It is not so active as it was
six months ago.

The PREMIER: The tradesmen cannot
Ire oltained.

Mr, Davies: The brickvards are just as
active.

The PREMIER: The building trade has
never been more aetive. The Leader of the
Opposition said something about boys and
girls being unable to get employment. There
iz work for the girls to do, for people zre
very short of domestic help. The wife of
cvery working man needs help occasionally,

My, Munsgie: The wife of the average work-
ing man cannot afford it.

The PREMIER: I do not think any girl
is completely out of work, I have Deen
usked to deal with the men and I have done
50, For the relaying of rails on the railways
0 men are wanted, the Public Works De-
partment want 50 additional men within the
next two weeks, and the Water Supply De-
partment want 100 men, partienlarly at
King's Park.

Hon, P. Collicr: Where is the relaying?

The PREMIER: On the Denmark line.
The Hadfield Steclworks are starting, and
will want a few men for permanent employ-
ment at West Guildford. T believe the
Cement Works are taking on 70 men.

Mr. Heron: They will not take as many
as that.

The PREMIER:  Therc are, therefore,
about 210 men already required for Govern-
ment departments within a few days, and
scme 75 required by the other two works I
have mentioned. ‘To-day there are applica-
tions for work in Perth from 217 men, and
65 for work at Fremantte,

Mr, MeCallum: That is a long way out.
Quote the month’s figures.

The PREMIER: One c¢annot do that,
Those are the men who applied this morning.

Mr. MeCallum: You mean they called this
morning, and that if they de not call every
morning they are snpposed to have work?

The PREMTER: I assume the men who
want work call to ask for it

My, MeCallum: You have no right to as-
sume that., They are to waste their time
calling at the bureau. You wotld call them
loafers if they did that. I will give you some
figures.

The PREMIER: The hon. member ecan
quote any figures he likes. He can say that
680 men are looking for work, and I will not
interrujst him either,

Mr. MeCallom: T will tell you the truth,

The PREMIER: T suppose some of the
men who are out ef work do not want it.
We had an unemployed demonstration ag
Parliament House last week. They held a
meeting on the following day, and a depu-
tation waited on me. The men talked to me
quite- frankly and told me their position. One
man said—he was a decent, respectable, in-
telligent chap—¢¢T am a bachelor, I am not
looking for werk. I have saved some money
and I am studying social questions.’'’

Hon. P, Collier: During the slack winter
months, I suppose.
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The PREMIER: He said ‘‘I am not short
of a shilling or two.’’ He i3 therefore a
free man and is entitled to eome to Perth,

Mr. Willecoek: I suppose he did not want
to put another man out of a job, if the
truth were known.

The PREMIER: He said, ‘*When I want
work T will look around and select one of the
Jobs that is offering.”” I said, ‘*Were you
at the demenstration at Parliament House?'’
and he replied that he was. I then said,
‘“Were you at the unemployed meeting this
morning?’’ and he s2id “‘Yes. I have come
to you to see what I can do for the wnem-
ployed.’?

My, Hughes: What did Franeis, who had
his furniture sold, tell you?

The PREMIER: Lf the hon. member would
stop his chatter, I would tell him,

The Chairman: Order ! The hon. member
will have an opportunity of speaking later.

The PREMIER: T will tell the Committee
ahout Francis, I should like to knmow what
the hon. member did for him. Francis is a
cripple. He suffers from disabilities that
make it impossible for him to do amything
hut light work, Did the hon. member try
to get him a light job? He knew him, and
1 did not.

Mr. Hughes: The FPremier dees not know
of a job in town.

Mr. Marshall: What about ours; that is
a Jight job.

Mr. McCallum: Whose function
provide work?

The PREMIER: He was at the demon-
stration, FHe told me that bhis furniture had
heen seized for rent, and asked if we would
endeavour to get him a job. I said I would
endeavour to do s,

Mr. Hughes: He has not got a job yet.

The PREMTEER: The hon. member know
Lim before his furniture was sold.

Mr. Hughes: Nothing of the sort. Do not
make any more misstatements.

The PREMIER : T apologise; the hon,
member did not knmow. He seemed however
to have known all about the man, and has
just as mueh time as I heve to look round
for the unemployed.

Mr., Hughes: There is no job in the town
for him,

The PREMIER: The Leader of the
Opposition said something about the work
oi the New Settlers' Leagne. Wo all know
how lonely a newcomer to this Htate must
he, feeling as he must do that he is a
stranger in a strange land, It is a good
thing to have someonc to take him by the
hand when he arrives.

Hon. P. Collier: I am not eomplaining
about that.

The PREMIER: I know. The New Set-
tlers’ League furnish an excellent means of
weleoming the newcomer,

Hon. P. Collier: They are doing excellent
work. T have never said otherwise,

The PREMIER: I thought the hon. mem-
l»erk‘said the Government ought to do this
WOT)

18 1t to

Hon. P. Collier: I say that if the League
fail the obligation is upon the Government
to find work for the newcomers.

The PREMIER : The hon. member also
said we eould not have a migration poliey
without first organising the work for the
people. We lave organised the work. During
the vyear just concluded the Agricultural
Bank authorisations totalled £1,077,000, and
the authorisations outstanding amount to
£1,505,,000.

Mr. Willeoek : At 7
they taken it all?

per cent., but have

The PREMTER:; That is the amount
anthorised. The sum of £874,000 has been
drawn. A\ good deal of the money has heen

spent in the wheat belt. I have told the
Committee that if the country has to face
an active policy of migration there must be
active development, particularly in the wheat
belt. Profits can be made more gquickly
there, and therc is the annual production
which means employment for a lot of people.
This year there should he 500,000 acres more
under ¢rop than there was last year. Thid
will be a big thing for Fremantle, Bunbury,
Geraldton, and Albany, and will mean =2
great deal of employment. The money has
been well spent in clearing and improving
the holdings. The Leader of the Opposition
said we ought to have plans made for the
abserption of people so that they will not
interfere with the loeal lnbour market. Such
plans have been 12id, and well laid. The
Izbone that is coming here is heing absorbed.
Tf it were not for the work done beeause of
the migration policy we should be in a sad
plight to-day. There is much work going
on all over the State as a result of the policy
of development. Railways are being built,
reads constructed, drainage works put in
hand, and buildings and houses generally
are going up in almost cvery couniry town
and on the farms, Al that work is bheing
done, and very largely being done by our
own people. I confess that in the area of
huilding, employment is not quite as plenti-
ful as it was, possibly owing to the filling-
off on the goldfields. The season has been
against country work, particularly in the
South-West. In the metropolitan area there
has been more rain than the average, and
the same remark applies to the wheat beilt.
The Leader of the Opposition said that oo
the poldGelds some men were out of work.
I hope they will come down, and we will
endeavour to absorb them in the agricultural
areas. In those areas work is waiting to be
done, and it cannot be done because there
are not the men to do it.

Mr. McCaltum: Where is the workt

The PREMIER : From Geraldton to
Albany, £750,000 worth.

Mr, MeCallum: It ig up in the skies, then;
it has not come down to earth yet,

The PREMIER: Yes, it has.

Mr. McCallam: The men cannot find it
Where is it?

The PREMIER: T was poing to say that
no one hut an idiot could expect me to give
the name of each jndividual Earmer offering
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work., The Labour Bureau gets every week
lists of farmers who have work to offer. Let
us face the situation squarely. The work in
the country is not being done because there
are not men willing to do it. Recently one
man wrote to me from Bruce Roek saying,
‘T ean get 30s. for clearing, but as food 19
75 per cent, dearcer in Bruce Rock than in
Perth, I cannot live on that rate of pay.'’
I should say that food snd house rent
together are cheaper in Bruee Roek than im
Perth,

Mr. Willeock: Well, they are noy

The PREMLER: 1 tell you it is so.

Mr, Willeock: ‘T have spoken,’’
all that needs to be said about it.

The PREMIER: I know about Bruge Rock.

Mr, Willcock: I have becn there this year,
and I do not suppose the Premier has.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position read a petition from uncmployed men
at Aerredin, My friend the member for York
(Mr, Latham) tells me that those men have
been absorbed on the line to Narrembeen,
The men in question wrote to me, and I sent
the letter on to the local officers. The Leader
of the Opposition also said there were men
out of work at Narrogin. I kecp pretty
elosely on the track of the member for East
Perilr (Mr. Hughes).

Mr. Hughes: There were 90 men out of
work at Narrogin,

The PREMTER: Of course in every country
town there are some men not working, sim-
ply because they have spent three or four
months on a job and have come inte the een-
tres for a rest or to look for other employ-
ment, It was said there were 50 men out
of work at Narrogin.

Mr. Hughes: Ninety, and your representa-
tive came down when they were all away re-
pairing the washaway.

Mr. Mungie: They would have been out
of work if your representative had beenthere
four or five days later. It wns an act of
Cod that got you out of that trouble.

The PREMIER: Our representative found
that there were 24 single men and six mar-
ried men at that moment out of work at
Narrogin, He was down there long after the
washaway. The number is not an unusual
one. Men are not slaves; they are not going
to be chained in the bush; they will come into
the centres for a rest, or to buy things that
are mneecssary. I believe the member for
East Perth, when he was at Narrogin, called
a meeting of the unemployed.

Mr. Hughes: No, The meeting was held
after T left.

The PREMIER: There were 15 men at one
meeting, and ap endeavour was made to ob-
tain the attendance of another man, but he
refused to come, saying, ‘‘I have been hera
10 ycars and never wanted a job yet. I ean
get a joh on a farm any time.’’

Mr. Hughes: An immigrant asked couldn’t
he get a ‘‘stiff’’ pass from town to town
on the railway to look for work,

The PREMIER: The position at Narrogin
is as T state, and I do not think it is possible
to have every man in the country at work

That 13

in the country all the time. The man in the
country must have the right to a little re-
creation,

Mr. Munsie: Where was all this work be-
tween Albany and Geraldton while those 20
men were out of work at Narrogin®

The PREMIER: I dare say those men have
been absorbed sinee. I understand it is now
impossible to get a man at Narrogin.

Mr. Munsie: There would have been more
than those 13 unemployed yon mentioned if
il had not been for the Trades Hall, if we
had uot stopped them from coming here, We
stopped them for you.

The PREMIER: I do not think there are
nien really out of work in the country dis-
tricts. There arc men not working, but they
can get work. We have always had trouble
at this season of the year, When my friend
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) was in office, the migrants in-
troduced into this State were as follows:—
1610-11, 7,744; 1911-12, 9,780; 1912-13, 7,265,
1913-14, 4,317; 1914-15, 4,328, During all
those years there was some unemployment,
but the migrants, of course, were ahsorbed.
It is not possible always for men to get work
just where they want it, but I do think
it is right that they should have it ns near
to their homes as possible. T do not know
about the wages offcred by the Kelmscott
road hourd. 1 understood that the award
rate was 13s. 4d., and that the secretary of
the road board olfered 13s, and that the
men were told not to go to work., I think
the secretary might have been told what the
award rate was, .

Hon, P. Collier: The secretary declined to
have anything to do with the union official
or the union. He szid he did not know and
did not want to know the union official and
would not discuss the matter with him. He
also told the union official, in reply to a
¢uestion, that the chairman of the road board
would not see him,

The Minister for Works: Was it not a ques-
tion of hours? -

Hon. P. Collier: 1t was a question of wages,
The hours did uot enter into it.

The PREMIER: I was told about the posi-
tion by a member of the unemployed depu-
tation. I Qo not know that £4 a week is the
wage in that area, but I think the seeretary
ghould have been told that what he offered
was 4d. per day too little

Hon, P. Collier: He positively refused to
discuss the matter with the man who gave
bhim the information.

The PREMTER: That is not right.

Hon. P. Collier: e went ont and engaged
regidents, small holders.

The PREMTER: In my opinion the seecre-
tary had no right to refuse to discuss the
matter with a view to arriving at some
arrangement. The wages paid by the Gov-
ernment are wages which were fixed under a
roilway award. As hon. members know, the
Government adopted that award and applied
it to all the men in the Government service,
which was a perfectly reasonable thing to
do. When the revised award came into opera-
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tion, however, the men who previously had
their wages raised retrospectively by the
railways award, were not veduced; and they
caniot be reduced until the Arbitration Court
deals with the question. As a matter of fact,
men working for the Public Works Depart-
ment on railway construction are drawing
higher wapes than men doing similar work
in the same district for the Kailway Depart-
nent,

AMr. Willcock: The one elass of work is
casual, and the other permanent.

The PREMIER: I do not know that I
need say any more. There is work that needs
to be done in the country., There iz some more
work that we have to do in Perth, and I
shall authorise the expenditure of the monecy
for that work so soon as I am satisfied that
the men who are to get the work will be
1esidents of this area. There is work in the
country for the men who are there, and 1
think it is a pity that they should come here
to take this work from our own people. From
the large number of men whom we have em-
ployed, it will be seen that the jobs within
20 milea of Perth are likely to cut out much
sooner—by reason of the numbers of men
employed on them. However, I doubt if, when
the works L have mentioned are started, there
will he many men in the metropolitan area
genninely oot of work. I will see that there
is work somewhere for everybody. I will
not say that T am going to take a man to

kis work. Nobody could expeet the Gor-
ernment to do that, Work has to be looked
for. There is work in the country that needs

to he done, and work that I hope will be
done becanse it represents the only means
of getting wealth year by year and so pro-
viding constant cmployment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [7.30]: The
Leader, of the Opposition, when discussing the
question of granting Supply, asked the Pre-
mier to give the Committee some information,
During the course of the hon. member’s re-
marks, he mentioned that eertain things had
happened regarding the replacing of people
who were already in work, by migrants, The
Premier interjected, ‘*Give us a specific
caze.””>  The Leader of the Opposition re-
Plied that there were plenty of instances, but
he was speaking generaily.
Premier wauted some specific instances men-
tioned. T do not think that anyone will dis-
pute the fact that when the Premier rose to
reply, he merely spoke in generalities him-
self. Tf there is any reply to the request for
information mwade by the Leader of the Op-
position, hon. members will admit that we are
just as far off having that information, as
we were before the Premier rosg to speak,
The Premier made his usnal statements that
there is plenty of work in the country and
that there shonld be no unemployment. I
will ask the Premier one direct question.
Reeently there was a considerable amount of
rain along  the Great Southern Railway

Evidentiy the,

with the result that there were maay wash-
aways. Did the Premier have to send any
men from the metropolitan area to ecarry out
the special work eaused by those wasbaways?

The Premier: I do not know.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think a single
man was sent from the metropolitan area.
I admit that a crane and a relief gang were
sent from Midland Junetion in order to re-
place an engine on the line.

The Minister for Works: These washaways
you refer to were in connection with the rail-
way system?

Mr. MUNSIE : Yes, XNo man was seni
from the metropolitan area to earry out the
work I have referred to. At that time, there
were four gangs picked up between Wagin
and Albany, inside 12 hours’ notice.. Two
gangs comprised 23 men each; one gang con-
tained 33 men, and the other gang 40 men.
Where did those men come from? Did they
leuve employment to get work in connection
with the washaways?

The Premier: They probably went from
Perth.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not one of those men went
from Perth. They were all picked up be-
tween Wagin and Albany and were all unem-
ployed until they got the job in connection
with the washaways. Yet the Premier says
there is no unemployment in the country!
He makes that statement, and yet within 12
hours gangers on the different scctions of the
railway line were able to pick up nearly 100
men between Wagin and Albany! The Pre-
mier is always asking people why they do not
go to the country. In view of what [ have
mentioned, I want the Premier to tell the
Committee where all these men eame from
and what they were doing,

Mr. Lutey: What are those wmen deing
now?

Mr. MUNSIE: The men are unemployed
still. I want to be fair and [ admit that 40
men, who were picked up im Albany, were
usually employed on the wharves, As there
had been no Loat ealling at that port for a
long time, the men [ refer to were practically
unemployed. As a matter of fact, I had the
experience, not altogether unpleasant, of be-
ing marconed at Tambellup for a few days.
Beeause of that fact, I know all about these
gangs, and the men who are working there,
T got into touch with the different gangers,
because we wanted to get away from Tam-
bellup as soon as possible. T also got in
touch with the Commissioner of Railways to
see if we could not get away a little earlier.
It will be readily understood that what I
have stated is not hearsay, but is based om
facts. These men were unemployed and were
waiting for a job to tnrn up., The Premier,
again speaking in generalities, said it was a
erving shame that people shonld induce men
to come from the country to the city to look
for work. T am heartily in accord with the
Premier in that view of the question. 1t
certainly is a erying shame te induce the
nicn to eome to the cify seeing that there are
already at least 400 or 500 persons who are
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unemployed in the metropalitan area at the
present moment. The point I want to make
is that the only inference to be drawn from
the Premier’s general statement is that the
officials of the Trades Hail are those who
have been inducing men to come to the city
for work, T point blank deny the truth of
that suggestion, I asked the Premier to
state frankly who was responsible.  When
cornered, the Premier said that the men were
indueed to ecome to the city beeause of the
statements made concerning work that was to
be provided. The Premier was responsible
for those statements, and surcly the Trades
Hal is not to be held responsible for utter-
ances of the Premicr. The Premier issued
the statements about the work which was be-
ing provided Yor the unemployed in the met-
ropolitan area, and yet the inferemce to'he
drawn from s statement was as | have in-
dicated. As a matter of fact, the officinls of
the Trades Hall have done as much as, if not
more than, the Premier to prevent people
from coming into the town. We do not de-
sire to see any more uneniployed here, for we
have cnough at present. I also want an ex-
planation regarding the temark made by the
Leader of the Opposition that the duty, or
moral obligation upon the New Settlers’
League ended when a migrant was provided
with a job. 'The member for Bussex (Mr.
Pickering) said that he could mention many
instances where the New Settlers’ League had
provided the one individual with as many as
six different jobs. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion did not state that the League had done
nothing of the kind, for he knows that the
League has done so. His statement is true,
nevertheless, that the moral obligation resting
upon the League finishes when the League
provides a maa with a job. In order to place
Lefore the Premier a specific case, let me
tell him that quite recently—lL have the
newspaper eutting here but I do not wish
to mention names—two men were charged in
the Perth Police Court with being rogues
and vagabonds, The police admitted that
they had mnothing against the men, who
had not committed any ecrime, but had
been found sleeping in someonc’s back yard,
where they had gone to seek shelter from the
hoisterous weather, These men were warned
by the city magistrate to get out of the town
within three days. Neither of the two un-
fortunate men had a penny in his poeket.
They were remanded for three days and ad-
vised to take advantage of the respite. How
eould those men do s0? They had no blankets
to cover tbemselves with had they gone into
the country, and they had no means of get-
ting to work. They went to sec the officials
of the New Settlers’ League, who were re-
sponsgible for providing them with their first
job. They were advised to go to the Ugly
Men's Association, I know that the two
bodies are one and the same so far as the
executive in Perth is concerned.  However,
they went to the Ugly Men’s Association and
there they were advised to sec Mr. Crawcour,
the head of the TImmigration Department.

.instance.

They saw Mr. Craweour and he told them he
could do nothing for them. He said, ‘' We
have about 600 migrants on our hands now.
We have to place the new arrivals and you
niust battle for yourselves.’’ What did these
unfortunate individuals do next? They went
to that much-despised place, the Trades Hall
They came to us to see if anything could be
done for them. One of these individuals was
an ex-service man, and practicaily the whole
of the fleshy part of his left arm had been
gshot away. Despite that faet, he had come
out under the migration scheme. The Gov-
ernment responsible for bringing him here are
responsible for providing him with work, not
the Trades Hall. The man has been sent ount
on o clearing centract, hut it was obviously
impossible for him to do the work.

The Colonial Secretary: Are you sure he
did not go on to a poultry farm?

Mr. MUNSIE: I am sure he went out
clearing and that he could not do the work.

Mr, Latham: That man must have heen in
receipt of a pension from the Lmperial an-
thorities. )

Mr. MeCallum: What has that to de with
it?

Mr., MUNSIE: It has nothing to do with

it.

Mr. Latham: But that man should not be
penniless,

Mr. MUNSIE: I ean assure the hon.

member he was.

Hon. P. Collier: The (Md Country’s pen-
sion would not carry him very far.

Mr. MUNSIE: When these two men came
to ug at 11 o’clock in the morning, they had
net had tea the night before nor breakfast
that morning. We got in touch with the Ym-
migration Department and asked what they
intended to do for the men. The official there
was pretty snappy at the outset and said that
nothing could be done and the men would have
to baitle for themselves. When we explained
the position, and pretty warmly too—I be-
lieve this oflicial wants that, too—he said that
we had better send them along and he would
endeavour to get the men out of the town
within three days. T presume that the men
were fixed np satisfactorily because they did
not reture to the Trades Hall, How would
those two men have got on had they merely
approached the three recognised institutions
to which I have referred? T have yet another
I admit that all migrants are not
farmers or farm labourers. If the Premier
desires to make a success of the immigration
geheme and wiskes to get rid of unemploy-
ment, thus preventing people from gravitating
from the country to the city, he does not want
officials who are respongible for sending
migrants out into the country areas to take
up clearing contraets, without sending some-
one who knows something about the business
to help them. Tn one case six men, who were
probably the hest men in the country, were
sent out on a clearing contract without know-
ing anything about the job. They could not
be expected to make a suceess of the work,
T can pive names, particulars as to dates, and
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so forth. Tn ane instance, a gang of six men
were sent out gn a clearing job. They worked
for a fortnight. Three of the men, recognis-
tng that they could not make a sucoess of i,
decided to leave the job. The other three
deeided to remain there and get all the ex-
perience possible in their endeavour to learn
how to effectively earry out the clearing con-
tragt. They worked for a fortnight and then
the farmer sacked them. He was fair enough
te give the men their railway fares, but the
men came Lack to Perth without a shilling in
their pockets.

Capt. Carter: What was the farmer’s rea-
son for sacking them?

Mr. MUXNSIE: The men were not com-
petent to do the work. That is only a natural
resnit if inexperienced men are sent out in
this way. If four such inexperienced men
were senf out with two men who understood
the work, they would be able to earry on, for
they are willing and able-bodied. The trouble
is that they do not understand the work,

Capt, Carter: The farmers should show the
men how to do the work.

Mr, MUNSTE: A farmer eannot be every-
where on a contract covering 300 odd acres.

Mr. Latham : It is hard te get new
chums to take on clearing.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it fair to send new
¢hums out on jobs lke that without any
assistance?

Mr, MUNSIE: We will never get these
jobs dome under such circvmstances. The
three men who were sacked went through the
same routine as the cther two to whom I have
already referred in an endeavour to get sonle-
thing from the people responsibie for pro-
viding work and they were told exactly the
same thing. Eventnally they came to us. We
rang up the immigration officer. He asked us
their names, and on receiving them said, ** That
is all right. I have a letter in connection
with those fellows. They cleared ont. They are
not the second lot. T have two letters. Wait
til! T read them to you.”’ He got the file and
readl the letters, but was sorry he did so. The
first letter was a compfaint from the farmer
that six inexperienced men should have been
sent to him. In the second letter the farmer
explained that three of the men left after
working a fortnight, that the other three had
remained longer, but that in the end he had
paid their fares to Perth. The names of those
three men were given in the letter, from which
it was seen that their storv to us was a troth-
ful one. That is how this officer tries to bluff
people off. When migrants come back to Perth
there i3 no responsibility cn the part of the
department to find them further work. Yet
the Premier wonders why those men shoald be
looking for work. The other day we had a
conference of 70 migrants, ineluding a few
women, All of them had jobs. The majorily
were eandid encugh to admit that ther were
not farm lahourers, that they had come out
here to learn. Many told us what they had to
go throuph to get here. [f the Premier does
not want nnemployment, he mast devise better
means of scleeting the men in England, and

better means of providing for them when they
get here.  Alternatively, ha will reap utter
failure. I am not deerying the State. There
are 54l splendid opporiunities bere, Western
Australia is about the best State in the Com-
monwealth, if not in the world, bui without
organisation we eannot make the best of the
existing opportunities.

The Premier: Everything is wrong,

Mr. MUNSIE: No, I do not say se. But
the method of selecting the men at Home is
certainly wrong. On my trip to the South-
West I met several migrants, all in work,
some satisfied, some dissatisfied. In answer to
my queries the majority of them told me
they had but threc questions to answer hefore
leaving England. The first was, ‘‘Have you
ever done any farm work’’? the second, ‘Do
von understand horses’’? and the third, ‘“Can
you milk™’'?

Mr., Marshall:  The two last would be
pretty hard to answer.

Mr. MUNSIE: A man in England out ot
work for 12 months and hearing the stories
told of the wonderful conditions in Western
Auatralia, and all that is done here for the
neweomer—the man is not human who would
not answer ‘'Yes,’’ to those three questions.
Apparently they all answer ‘‘Yes.”’ Some
of them get bowled out, hut in the majority
of intstanees no further questions are asked.

The Premier: How do you know that?

Mr. MUNSIE: The men admit that they
are not farm labourers.

The Premier: Of course they are nof.
There are no farm labourers in Englangd.

Mr, MUNSTE: Yes, there are. One of
whom 1 know left a good job in England to
come here beecause he thought he would have
here a ehance to better himself. He is as fino
a young fellow as ever T have met. In Eng-
land he had the overseceing of 21 men. He
showed me his qualifications and the rccom-
mendations he had brought from his employer,
He admits that when he left his job it was
to go to London with the idea of payving his
passage out to Australia. Tn London he heard
abont the Premier’s migration scheme, and
finding that he could save £40 by coming out
as an migrant, he adopted that plan. He is
of the right type. He has a job and is well
saticfied,

The Premier:
cies!

Mr, MUNSIE: Yet that man, with all his
experienee, is petting only Z5s. a wecek.

The Minister for Works: And his keep.

Mr, MUNSTE: You would not expect him
to find himself on 25s.!

Mr. MeC'allum: Dad hag wakened op!

Mr. MUNSTE: That voung fellow is going
to put in another two or three months as a
farm hand, and then apply for a block for
himself. T hope he will pet it

The Minister for Mines: That is what he
had in view when coming here,

Me. MUNSIE: Of course. T mention him
to show that they are not all irexperienced. 1
conld name half a dozen more, hut I say em-
phatieally that if the Premier is to make a
suceess of hiz immigration poliey, he requires

Thank God for small mer-
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to alter the method of selection in England,
and also that of finding employment in West-
ern Australia.

Mr. J, Thomson: Hear, hear!

Mr. Underwoed: He should endeavour to
get migrants like my parents, who, without
any selection, just came out here.

Mr, MUNSIE: Se did mire,

Mr. Underwood: The migrant who wants
ten bob a day and a lot of other things, is
not much good to us.

Hon, P. Collier: No, be ought to be happy
to work for his tucker.

Mr. MUKSIE: I wish the Premier had
been present at that conference in the Trades
Hall the other day.

Mr. Latham: Did you invite him#{

Mr. MUNSIE: He knew of it.
made public.

Mr, Hughes: He was actually invited.

The Minister for Mines: How many at-
tended the conferencet

Mr. MUNSIE: About 71,

The Minister for Mines:
we brought cut altogether?

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know, but 1
want to tell the Minister that not any of them
was brought out here to work on a farm in
Perth.

The Premier: Of course not!

The Minister for Mines: Of all we have
brought, 70 is not a big percentage to float
into the city.

My, MUNSIE: Do yon think that 70 re-
presents all the migrants in the city?

The Minister for Mines: Apparently it
was all you could dig up.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is apother wild and
woplly statement.

Mr. Hughes: We invited the Premier, but
he would not come,

The Minister for
conference cost yout

Mr. MUNSIE: The price of one advertise-
ment publisbed three times in the ‘' West
Australian.’” Primarily the objeet of the
conference was to get first-hand information
as to how the migrants got out here, what
tests they had to pass. Secondly, we wanted
to learn their complaints, and thirdly-

Mr. Underwood: Of course they have a
few votes amongst them.

Mr, MUNSIE: No, not yet, not until they
shall have been here six months, Whea they
do get votes we shall get a fair percentage
of them. The member of Parliament who
does not think it worth while to look after
those men industrially and economically, who
does not take any interest in them, iz mnot
worthy of their votes; but those who try to
do something for the migrants are entitled to
their votes. The third reason for calling the
conference was that on the 4th of next month
the second annual conferemce of the New
Settlers’ League will meet in Perth. Inci-
dentally they ought to give that conference
some other title.

Mr. Pickering: Why?t

Mr. MUNSIE: Because not one of the
delegates to attend that league will be a new

It was

How many have

Mines: What 4id the

settier, although all will be prospective cm-
ployers of the men who are coming out here.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of the league are
employers, and some are third-rate archi-
tects. .

Mr. MUNSIE: The league who will em-
ploy ihe migrants are to sit in conference
for the purpose of fixing the wages to be
paid. Will they invite the migrants to come
along and disecuss the rate of wagesd 1 do
not think so; I do not think the migrants
will be admitted.

The Premier: If they were admitted you
would say it was the wrong thing to do.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, I helieve it would he
quite right. I do not believe an employer has
the right to fix wages without consulting bhis
employees.

Tho Premier: You cannot do that,

Mr. MUNSIE: The New Secttlers’ League
arc doing it. They fixed it first of all at
15s. per week.

Mr. Clydesdale: The New Scttlers’ League
raised it from 19s. to 25s.

My, MUNSIE: Yes, on the motion of two
industrial representatives.

Mr. Clydesdale: It was raised long before
the conference.

Mr. MUNBIE: No, not until Messrs, But-
ler and Clementson moved for the increase.

Mr. Latham: The League do not fix the
maxzimum.

Mr. MUNSIE: Sometimes they engage men
at less than the minimom. The conditions
of employment set up by the New Settlers’
League, or by the Premier through his migra-
tion scheme, do not class a man as a man
until he is 21 yecars of age. If you get a
young fellow of the right class, he is as good
a labourer at between 19 and 21 as he is at
any later peried of life.

The Minister for Mines: You would nof fix
that as a rulef

My, MUNSIE: T say that a man at 191%
is as good as he ever will be for manual
wark.

Mr. Underwood: Then you are wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so Jong sinee the
member for Pilbara was 19 that he has for-
ootien.

The Minister for Mines: You say that be-
cause a man is able-bodied at 19, he should
be paid the full rate. When a man reaches
55 and i3 not so able-bodied would you cut
him down?

Mr. MUNSBIE: No; the Minister cannot
catch me so easily as that. I was not born
'yesterday. ‘The Minister knows perfectly
well that in many instances, when a man
becomes aged, he is not wanted for manual
work, There is hardly an agreement operat-
ing in this State that does not make provision
for the aged and infirm worker,

Mr. McCallum: The Arbitration
makes it compulsory.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, it is so provided, and
the Minister knows if.

Mr. Underwood: Then the Ae¢t is wrong,

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not arguing that.
When a man becomes old, he can be provided
for under the arbitration laws. Under almost

Act
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every award in this State, a man of 19%, un-
less an ap)rentice, receives the adult’s wage.

Hon. P, Collier: And he was considered old
enough to fight.

My, MUXSIE: Yes. Yet a migrant of
1934 is employed at 158, a week. When one
man arrived at the farm of the prospective
employer, he said that he expected to get £1
a weck. The ewmployer said that he had
asked for a man at 13s. However, he did not
argue about the difference; he paid
the £1. The man worked for ten
weeks.  The employer said he was satis-
fied; the migrant was a really good worker.
The man was then told that there would be
only another week’s work for him  There
was a chanee of getting a job in a clearing
contract and the man drew his chegue for
his ten week’s work. The mate with whomn
he intended to work had no blankets, so the
other migrant agreed to lend him money to
purchase some. The contractor was going to
town, and the migrant asked the c¢ontractor
to purchase blankets ‘for his mate and 2
tent for the pair of them. The contractor
undertock te do so, and the man handed
ever his money, but the contracter was
never heard of again. These men were left
withoul money and had to come to Perth.

The Premier: What js the centraetor’s
name?

Mr. MUNSTE: I will supply it to the
Premier.

The Minister for Mines: The poliee should
have it.

Mr. MUNSIE: I agree that it is & matter
for the Criminal Investigation Department.
This new chum was robbed of the only ‘‘ten-
ger’’ he had. He ascertained subsequently
that the cheque, which he had handed over
to the contractor, had been cashed, but he
did not get a shilling of it. The farmer
had to pay the fares of both men to Perth,

Mr. Latham: Was the contractor a clear-
ing contractor?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: And a member of the
P.P.A.

Mr. Latham: I am darped if he was.

The Minister for Mines: You say that
this man did aoct kmew the proper course
was to go to the nearest police station and
lay an information against the contractor?
© Mr. MUNSIE: He did not do it.

Mr. Underwood: Yet you tell us he was
worth an adult’s wage.

AMr. MUNSIE: Tt is the duty of the Immi-
gration Department to do that for him, The
circumstances were explained to My, Craw-
cour, who informed the man that he had 300
new arrivals who would have to he plaeed
first, that this wman had had one job and
would have to battle for himself. Eventually
Mr. Crawcour got him another job. The
whole business of placing these people re-
quires to be reorganised. The present siate of
things eannot be permitted to continue much
longer. The first and greatest consideration

should be to select the right class of migrant
at the other end,

Mr. WILLOOCK (Geraldten} [8.6]: I do
not feel ineclined to vote Supply at this stage
while unemployment exists in the State.

The Minister for Mines: There will be more
uicmployed if you do not vote Supply.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I want to be satisfied
as to how this money is going to be spent.
The immigration policy is not werking out to
the benefit of our citizens that are unem-
ployed. It is operating detrimentally to the
man on the Jabour market at the present
time. The Premier telis ua that at this time
of the year there is always a certain amount
of unemployment. Of course we are awore
of that. The Government were aware of it,
but they ¢id not take any steps to obviate
the difficalty.

1Lon. P, Collier: On the other hand, they
are landing hundreds of new arrivals at this
YOIy season.

Mr. WILLLOCK: The Government tell us
they will absorb 30 unemployed this week
and 40 next week, but their ¢fforts make no
impression on the number of men out of
work, and preswnbly the majority of these
ien will have to coutinue teamping around
the country during the next three or four
nonthe searching for work, I mn uncowm-
promisingly hostile to this scheme unless we
have a scttled method of dealing with the
whole business, Thrunghout the couniry we
hear murmurs of aggravated discontent by
people out of employment and hy eitizens
generally that there is uo comprehensive
scheme in regard to immigeation, If the
Government take the responsibility of bring-
ing people to this State, it is equally their
respousibility to find employment for them.
I'f people came here of their own aceord, if
there were no alluring advertisements nnd
wiyrious picture shows displayed in the old
country to attract people hither, it wonld
he their own funcral; buat shen we and the
Commonwealth are spending  thousands of
pounds to induce people to come here and to
bring them here, and when those people nfter
Leing here three or four weeks are cast
adrift on the labour market—well, T cannot
support a peliey of that kind, The peopie
of this State are not anxious that such g
policy should continue. T have travelled a
good deal in Western Australia, and in almost
every portion of it I have heard statements
detrimental to our immigration policy. Far-
mers have declared that the new arrivals are
absolutely inexperienced. Why Dbring a lot
of inexperienced peeple here, make no effort
to impart the necessary knowledge to them,
and cxpeet them to battle around the coun-
try? The Government undertake to give
them 12 montks’ employment, after which
they are deemed sufficiently experienced to
become farmers; hut there are plenty of
voung fellows in the State to-day having ex-
perience of 12 vears and upwards who cannot
get farms.

Mr. Latham: They will be alright when the
3,000,000 aecres at Esperance are available.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: Those are the 3,000,000
acres which the Premier saw some years ago
and did not recognise, but to which the Min-
ister for Agriculture has just awakened. It
is an extraordinary fact that the land we
intend to open is always in some remote
part of the State devoid of railway communi-
cation where enormous loan expenditure is
necessary to develop it. We ali know that
there are huge cstates near existing facilities
which might be advantageously broken up,
but nothing is donc to make those estates
available for settlement. It should be the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility to look after the
migrants who eome here. The Government
announce that these people, after training for
twelve months, will be sufficiently experi-
enced and will have an opportunity to take
up land. A considerable number have served
their 12 months, practically for tucker only,
and then, when they have secured hlocks, have
diseovered that they cannot get an Agrieul-
tural Bank advance until they have actually
done their clearing and other work. No man
can get 2 job at agricultural work if he wants
mach more than 23s. a week.

Mr, Latham: That is wrong.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do net say that ap-
plies to workers who have been in cmploy-
ment for some years, but if a mon goces look-
ing for a job, he cannot expeet to get more
than 25s. a week. A man came into our
Geraldton office the other day and asked for
a plounghman at 33s. a weck. 1 said, ‘*You
have been paying £2 10s. a week; what about
paying the usual rate? T know of two or
three suitable men availahle.”” The reply 1
received was, *‘No, T shall get two pommies;
1 shail he able to get more work out of
them,??

Mr. Latham:
typieal case,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I think it is a typical
€ase.

Mr. Latham: I have heard of many in-
stances where £2 10s. had been paid to men
capable of driving a plough of six or eight
horses.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is to men employed
from year to year.

Mr, Latham: No, men asking for teamsters
to-day.

Mr. WILLCOCE : I know men of consider-
able expericnce who to-day are ont of em-
ployment. The organisers sent out by the
New Settlers’ League, with no responsibility
to the people of the State, tell the Ffarmers
that it is their duty to the country to find
work for the migrants, They do not tell
the farmers to look for experienced men,
They say, ‘‘We want to give these migrants
a chance. What about you giving them a
¢hance?’’ And invariably, to their credit or
discredit, they give the migrants a job, and
our own people who engage in agricultural
work are unahble to obtain employment. This
appears Lo be the thin end of the wedge to
lower the standard of wages that has pre-
vailed heretofore. We are flooding the coun-
try with unskilled labour, that is being util-
ised in the farming areas. The wages paid

Of course, that is mot a

amount fo 23s. a week and keep, the lstte
often being of a miserable nature, I kno
of a2 man on a farm who did not get any mea

tor six months Dbecause there was no fa
stock. If he wanted meat he had to go o
and shoot kangaroos, and the farme

charged him for the cartridges vsed. Thex
are incidents of this sort that would malk
one’s hair stand on end. This was a calloy
individoal, and certainly an exception to ii
rule in the agriecultural distriets. The en
ployment of migrants in the agricultural i
dustry has a * distinet tendency to lowe
wages, We should be eandid and Lonest i
regard to this policy eof immigration,

Mr. Pickeving: Give it up.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, go on with it, b
do so on proper lines.

My, Underwood:  You try to pay thes
wages, and sce how you will get on.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I object to exploitin
any immigrant.

My, Underwood: Tike many other member
of Parliament, I sold my farm,

My. WILLCOCK: The hon. member ws
unt prepared to piencer it and battle alon
with it

My, Underwood: T counid mot make wage
on it.

My, WILLCOCIK: The standard of wage
in the agrienltural industry i3 being ent dow
to 25s. a weck. Australia has been developc
by means of hard work, The people in tI
ecuntry have worked throughont the hours ¢
daylight in developing their land, That :
a man’s own choice. Tf he makes good, ;
the end of 10 or 15 yvears he has an ass
worth several thousands of pounds. Ti
citizens of this State have no desi
to cexploit the labour of those wh
come to Australia as migrants so the
they may build for thcmselves an ass
out of these people. No doubt the newcome
want experience, 1If the Government wer
honest they wonld say straight out that thes
men are not worth more than, say, £1 a weel
and would then give them sustenance to th
requirite amount., The Imperial Governmer
are_sending out thousands of migrants, th
majority of whom would, if they remained i
England, be receiving sustenance from a lal
our exchange at the rate of, say, 15s. a weel
If there must be a period of training, wh
should not the Imperial Government contr
bute somecthing towards the sustenance ¢
these people during the apprenticeship period
When we are arranging to reeeive migrani
here we should say that there i3 work ¢
them at a certain price, and undertake t
find employment for them after 12 month:
residence or after they have gained enoug
experignce to earn the ordinary rate of wage
What they are told in England concernin
Australia is far removed from the facts.
have here n pamphlet issued from Awstrali
House, containing 2 typieal instance of wlg
happens when a migrant arrives in Auw
tralia. This partieular migrant said he ha
arrived in Australia on Mondoy, the 6t
August, and stayed with his nnele only tw
or three days. He reecived an offer of wor
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5 a station hand some 300 miles from the
“ictorian border, the wages being £3 10s.

week. He could uoet take the position, but
. week after he received annther offer of
vork as a borer and driller in engineering
vorks at £5 10s. a week. This is one of the
Jorious pictures they print about Australian
onditions. The migrant went on to say he
ecepted the job and liked his work. As soon
15 he got together more capital he intended
mying some land at Liverpool, 30 miles from
sydney, and starting o poultry and pig farm,
Je said this country was full of opportuni-
des, that ne man or married couple need be
yat of work a day, and that the wages ranged
From £3 5s. to £3 10s, a week and keep. He
aid there were some unemployed, but that
there was ne excuse out here for being out
of work. He also said that a lot of stations
kept on advertising for men and yet there
were some who were unemployed beeause most
of them did not want work. This pamphlet
waz issued by the Overseas Settlement Offices,
London, by the Dircctor of Migration and
Settlement for the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, under the Empire Settlement Aect,
1922,

Hon. P. Collier: He is a wicked prevari-
ator.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I suppose the director is
Perey Hunter, He takes the responsibility
of printing such lying documenis.

Mr. Latham: He says it is from a mi.
grant.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T suppose it is. Mr.
Hunter is sufficiently acquainted with Aus-
tralian conditions to know that this is an
absolute distortion of the facts.

Hon. P. Collier: If he fathers it he must
stand by it as official. He is not obliged to
father all sueh statements,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I know of another man
who came from Birmingham,

Tle Minister for Works:
Smith?

Mr. WILLCOCK :: This man, whose pame I
could give, states that according to a netice
posted outside the Birmingham Labour Ex-
ehange, the wages in Australin range from
30s. to £2 a week for incxpericneed people,
ard from £2 10s. for experienced people, both
jobs comprising keep as well

The Minister for Works: He must have
struck a pateh.

Mr. WILLCOCK ; This is one of the lahour
exchanges which dole out sustenance to people
that eannot get work. They say to these
people, if they do not take advantage of the
conditions in Australia, they will consider
whether the unemployment dole will be con-
tinned or not. In that respect thev constitute
nigration reerniting ageneies. In actual faet,
when they get here they find their wages are
onlv 253 a week,

Mr. Latham: That is not right.
mum is 23s.

Mr. WILLCOCK ; Tt is said to be.

Mr. Latham: T eould mention people who
are paving £2 o week to these migrants.

r, WILILCOCK ; Hundreds are not doing
80.

Ts his name

The mini-

Mr. Latham: I do not know of them.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The migrant who ere-
ates a disturbance is generally found a job.
I know of a man Who wias wngaged in a
tewporary capacity on the railways—the fiy-
ing gang, and who was an exceedingly good
man for the position. This man was put
cut of his job to make room fer onc of the
migrants. He is a married man and has a
i mily, and although his position was a tem-
porary one it conld have heen made perma-
nent. The migrant was appointed in his place
a few days afterwards.

Capt, Carter: Did the migrant stop there?

AMr. WILLCOCK : T do not know what hap-
pened to him.

Capt. Carter: You surely could have got
the man baek again,

Hon. . Collier: That is not within the hon.
member’s province.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Some of our own people
are being displaced from their employment
by the migrants,

Capt. Carter: There must have been some-
thing wrong with your man.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Wot at all,

Capt. Carter: They why id you not take
v hig case? :

The Minister for Mines: There eannot have
been much in the ease or T would have heard
of it. Things of that sort are not allowed
to slide without a noise heing made.

Mr. WILLCOCK: He was a battler and
ot another job. [f the Minister wants me to
nmake a fuss about the case, T will give him
the full particulars. This man i3 known
everywitere, and only took on the railway
work heeause he was a shearer,

Capt. Carter: You spoke of this as a typieal
case, hut have not given us the full par-
ticolars.

Mr. WILLCOUK: T used this as an illus-
tration of how our own good ritizens were
heing digplared from their employment. Thia
man is a wool presser and would have left
the job in a month’s time.

The Minister for Works: That was prob-
ably known,

Mr. WILLCOCK: XNothing of the kind.
The man wanted to stay another month.

The Minister for Works: He was making
the railway job one of convenience.

Mr. WILLCOCK: He was pushed out.
No one knew what his occupation was. He
was not foolish enough to ict people know
that he had a job to go to in a month’s time.
He was pushed out for the other man,

The Minister for Works: T would like to
hear the other side.

My, WILLCOCK: I am prepared to place
the Minister in full possession of the facts
and go into the guestion with him.  The
Leader of the Opposition has dealt with un-
employment at Merredin, but I would have
been glad if he had read the document signed
by 70 or 80 men and witnessed by all the
leading people in the fown, including Mr.
Duff, formerly a member of this Chamber.
The witncesses include the butcher, the baker,
the grocer and so on—people who would not
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sign unless they were safisfied the position
was as stated in the document. The immigra-
tion policy has certainly had the effeet of
reducing wages in the agrieultural industry.
We are told that the migrants are mostly
agrieultural people, people who have foilowed
an agricultural career in the Old Country;
Lut it appears that sueh is not the case. We
are told there is o dearth of skilled artisans
in the building trade. That does not work
out to the advantage of the ecmployer, and
therefore an atmosphere is being created with
a view to asking the Premier to import
skilled artisans, When we get 400 or 500
skilled artisans in that ceceupation imported,
they will all be scrambling for a job, and we
know what will happen then. In a month
or two the Premier will be asked to extend
his immigration policy to include these skilled
artisans, and the ultimate result must be re-
dirction of wages owing to the men rushing
the jobs. We know very well that all the
migrants coring to this country are not find-
ing work in the agricultural industry.
Throurhout the State people whose appear-
ance distinguishes them as being new arrivals
are found filling a1l sorts of positions. We
hear the twang of the new arrival on the
tram and on the train and everywhere. In
order to promote immigration, it is only neces-
sary to create sueh i condition of industry
Lere as will induce people to come of their
own initiative, without any cxpensive immi-
grafion policy. Twenty-five or 30 years ago
the whole world knew that good employment
wag offering here, and as & consequence this
State had rapid@ immigration.
necessity to spend £30 or £40 a head on
migrants if we can offer remunerative em-
ployment.

Capt. Carter: The return fron gold is a
quick ome, nmd that is why goldmining at-
troets population.

Hon. P. Collier:
to the promoter.

Mr. WTILLCOCK: We have listensd to the
Premier’s usual statements about cveryvthing
in the garden heing lovely and work having
heen found for two or three hundred men
during the past fow weeks., My quarrel with
the Government is that, though everybody
knows this seasonal unemployment oeenrs
cvery year, no steps are taken to cope with
the diffieulty. The unemployment is said to
e not so bad this year as it was last year.

Mr, Hupghes: 1t is worse this year,

The Minister for Mines: Look at the
records and see,

Mr. Hughes:
recorqs.

The Premicr: You were not interested in
the matter last vear.

Mr. Hughes: Tndeed, T was.

Mr. WILLCOCK: As regards the aceumu-
lated savings of the people, the State Savings
Bank during the last three months showed an
excess of folly £3,000 in withdrawals as
against deposits.

The Minister for Mines: You should take
the Commaonwealth Savings Bauk into account
as well.

There arg quick returns

T take the people, uot the

There is no

Mr. WILLCOCK: Bat we are not slippin
ss regards the State Savings Bank.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, we are.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The accumulated sav
ings of the people of this State as represente
by the State Savings Bank have during th
past thrce months been depleted by abou
£3,860, The same thing occurred last yea
and should bave made the Government aliv
to their responsibilities in the matter of ur
employment, The Government should haw
heen led by that fack to make provision fo
the reeurrence of wncemployment. It repre
sents an economic loss to this State to bav
1,000 or 2,000 people walking about doin
nothing.  The Government should organis
the country so that the peojle wiil bhe en
ployed. In CGerallton [ have been deluge
with correspondence from men desirous o
obtaining employment on or about the Ge:
aldton Harbour Works. The Press state
fhat tiee works would be proeceded with a
speedily as possible; the Minister for Age
ewlture, when visiting Geraldton three or fon
menths ago, said the work wonld be eon
meneed almost immediately; and the Mini
ter for Works alse made statements to thn
effect. T am not growling ahout that wor
just now, though 1 may have semithing t
say on the sobject later. 1 know that th
engineer in charge, and others, are very di
satisfied with the way the work is geing m
The numerous people who have written to m
as regards obtaining employment on th
works have drifted into the back countr
The nuwuber of men emplayed on the worl
is about 15 or 20. There is couside
erable dissatisfaction regarding the immigr:
tion system, which seems to be without o
ganisation. I hopc the Cabinet will get
co-ordiuated plan of dealing with migrant
Referring to the conference of migrants, th
Minister for Works said that it was not ver
much that ont of the large nember of arrival
here some 60 or 70 should meet in confa
ence,

The Premier: Do you dislike these Englis
people?

Mr., WILLCOCK: Certainly mot. I havy
seen the great Nationalist Party adverti:
meetings, the party which, according to th
representation it enjoys in this  ebambe
should have more than hatf of the populatio
behind " it, and those meetings have net bee
exaetly rushed. People do neot rush to g
into conferences of that kind.

The Minister for Mines: There are counts
attractions.

The Premier: What have those conference
to do with this question of Supply?

Capt. Carter:  What have you
about the percentage of failures?

Mr, WILLCOCK: We¢ know there are fai
nres. I know of bovs who have had the
labour exploited, being made work 70 «
80 hours per week, and who have come hac
with skin diseases, the result of malnntritio
Tf the Premier wants particulars of the:
eases, he can get them from Mr, Wake, The
are bovs who came out nnder church auspice
There is no proper method at present of al

to sz



(31 JuLy, 1923.] 33

orbing migrated labour, and if no proper
scheme is brought inte existence, 1 person-
iy will not Le in favour of immigration.

The Premier: 1 know you are not in favour
of it, That is perfeetly true.

Mr. WILLCOCIC: According to the ** West
Australian,’’ practically everybody is per-
fectly satisfied with the working of the im-
migration scheme. Therefore I think it
tecessary to draw attention to these matters.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) |5.44]: Viewing the industrial posi-
tion as il stands to-day, we must say that
unfortunately there is not the least doubt
of the existence of a fair number of unem-
ployed in the metropelitan area. During the
last twe or three weeks 1 have been going

around my electorate, and I  have heen
surprised at the wumber of men there
who are genuinely out of  cmployment.

The position vegarding these people iv very
severe. L regret the tendercy apparent in
eertain directions to belittle the ability of the
neweomers who arrive in Western Australia.
I am uot prepared to admit that every man
who comes here is incapai’e of Joing the or-
dinary work on a farm. During tie period
I was in charge of the Lmmigration Depart-
ment T had szeve:al letters from farmers ask-
ing for cxperienced ploughincn at 13s. a week!
The same thing i» happening to-day, Wages
nowaduys are o little higher, due to the in-
creased cost of living and the increased evst
of elothing, which brings the position back to
prdv.tlculh the same basizs as that oper'ttmg‘
in the carlier vears 1 referved to. What is
the canse of this position? In my aopinion,
the greatest factor in creating unemployment
haz heen the nanding over of the Immigra-
tion Department to the Commonwealth an-
thoritics. While the control was in the hands
of the State we had an oppurtunity of exer-
cising that control effectively. Every year
we used to lake eare that durmg the slack
periods in this State, no migrants were al-
lowed to arrive. We notified the Ajent-Gen-
eral that no migriunts were to eome fcrward
to arrive in June, July, or Aungust, which
months represent the slack period. We reeog-
nise, when we sec that 300 new arrivals were
landed in Western Australia recently, that
those men are given employment temporarily,
and at the same time our own people ean-
not get work. When the position is sueh ns
I have deseribed, it is only natural thag our
own people will be dissatisfied with present-
day conditions. T know what it is to be un-
employed. T walked the strects of Melbourne
for three weeks with only a halfpenny in my
pocket. '

The Minister for Mines: T am doubtfu! if
you could do it to-day and keep your mouey.

Mr. MeCallum: He was nol too well-known
in those days.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Having had that
experience, I place myself in the position of
these men to-day. We must take into con-
gideration the feelings of the man as well as
the feelinga of his family. We are bringing

in married wen. I adwit that married men
are the best we can bring to Western Aus-
tralia, so that they will rempin here. 'We
realise that they will stay lere, for the reason
that they connot get away again. What is
the position regarding these men? Some have
heen told in England that they could go to
Western Australia, leaving their wives behind
for the time being, that they could take up
areis in 4 group rcttlement, and having made
provision tor their wives :md f-nmhcb, send
for them later on. When thesc men arrive
here, they are told that they must work in the
country for 238, per week. I have been asked
by one man: ‘‘How can L do anything to as-
sist my wife and family in England, when 1
get only 23s. per week here’’? This is wrong.
The Fremier saya there is plenty of \wlk
available.

The Premicr:  You want it all for vour
Ciiends in the metropolitan :rea.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ admit that 1L
have worricd the Premier for waork for those
who are unemployed here. When [ went to
the Premier he teld me to go to the Labour
Bureau at Fremantle where, he said, there
were 180 men  registered for employment.
When I made inquiries I found that the 190
men hiad registered in one day. I found also
that there were over 50U registered in one
month, Tt has to he recognised that these
nmen caneot go to the Labour Burcau cvery
morning. If they did so, they would lose the
chance of getting work individually on jobs,
where they know it may be poseible to get
employment, That being so the men camnot
afford to go to the bureau to register every
moruing. [ saw 40 men outside the Labour
Bureau waiting for work—and they were not
all wharf lumpers. T asked the officer in charge
of the bureaun if he had any work available.
He saiidl thal he had not work awvaiiable for
thc moment, but that he would be engaging
25 men on the following Monday morning,
When the men went to the burean in antiei-
pation of that nomber being emploved, they
were surprised to find that only five were to
he engaged. Some of those men whe entered
an appearance that morning may have lost the
opportunity of getting work individaally en
one or other of the jobs in town. They took
that risk, however, thinking that it was pos-
gible that they would be one of 23 men to
be employed.

The Minister for Works: Someone clse got
the jobs so that the number of the upem-
ployed was ecorrespondingly decreased,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That is so, but
these men who turned up may have missed
opportunities of work elsewhere. This sort of
thing is continually happening at Fremantle.
On no one oceasion has the full complement,
as previousty announced, been engaged. This
has given rise to a good deal of ill-fecling
For my own part, I believe in immigration.
I believe it is ncecssary to fill up our empty
spaces and to develop our lands. At the
same time, what we want is settlers, not
population.
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The Premier:
withont popuiation,

Mr, MeCallum:  But yoa ean have popula-
tion without settlers.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier knows
exactly what T mean. We do not want peo-
ple to come here to live in the towns, where
we have no openings for them,

The Premier: I know that.

on. W. C. ANGWIN: Those in charge of
migration in England do not care a hang
3o long as they send the numbers here,

The Premier: I think you are wrong.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: ©No, T am not.
‘When the Government took charge of im-
migration, the first thing they did was to
spend a large sum of money in Engiand. They
cstablished a large staff, taking men from
the Eastern States, but ncne from Western
Australia.

The Premier: They have them now.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I think the second
in command was herc for one night. He
came in the boat and went away next day—
that is all he saw of Western Australia. A
large staff has been built up in England, and
some of the statements that have been issned
have been misleading, Large staffs have

You cannot have settlers

been appointed in the Fastern States,
but that does not apply to Western
Australia, Here they took control by
appointing our immigration offieer to be

the Commonwealth immigration officer, giving
him a large increase in salary. The Federal
anthorities had to show the Commonwealth
Parliament and the people of Australia gen-
erally some return for this expenditure of
money, and the only return they could show
was represented by the number of people
sent to Australia, The only places from
which they could draw those numbers were
the towns of England. It is well knowa that
they did not go into rural England, Scotland
or Wales to secure migrants for Australia.

The Premier: You are wrong.

Honr, W, C, ANGWIN: No, I am not. 1
questioned some migrants vpon this point at
Fremantle. The true position regarding
Western Australia had not been explained to
them. T spoke to one young man who had a
wife and twe children. He came from some-
where near Manchester, where he had a bus-
incss and had sold ont. He had a few
pounds and decided to come to Western Aug-
tralia. He had received glowing reports re-
garding tbe group settlement scheme and he
decided to participate. I asked him if he
had come out as an assisted migrant. He
said, ‘*No, I was not aware, nor were any
of us aware of the fact that the Governments
of Australia were assisting persons to come
here by paying passages and providing a
home on arrival, T was not aware of that
until I arrived in Fremantle. The resnlt is
that the trip cost me £40 or £30 more than
T need have paid, and the money would have
heen useful for expenditure in Western Aus-
tralia.’’ To a large extent that has been
the cause of the pesition many of the new.
comers find themselves in to-day. We have
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been receiving a hundred migrants at

time, when we could not absorb them. W
have been swelling the labour market becau:
work has had to be provided for the ne
arrivals, to the exclusion of our own peopl

The Premier: That is not so,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It has heen so.
have known of many men in Fremant
during the Iast few weeks who have bee
employed on farms or in the country, an
they told me distinetly that they had merel
the option of working for smaller wages «
giving up the position in favour of a migran

The Premier: Well, I do not believe it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot vouch ft
the statement; I can only say what I ha
been told. Li that is the position, it simpl
means that we are sending newecomers ini
the country and driving out men who hax
been there for ycars, and forcing them 1
the city. That is wrong.* We should tab
the new settlers direet from the boat to th
position where they will settle down,

The Premicr: We do that to a large e
tent.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: There are ver
few cases where that is done.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: T will not refe
to that at any length, because I notice in tt
Governor’s Speech that the number of m
grants settled on the land to the end of Jur
is 232 out of 10,654 who have arrived durin
the past 18 months.

The Premier: The newcomers have to wa
for 12 months before they can go on tl
land.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: How can a marrie
man wait for 12 months? How can a ma
getting 25s. a week keep his wife and famil
in the city? Some say that the wives shoul
go to work foo. I was in the Immigratio
office myself when [ heard an applie
tion read for an experienced tractor drive
one who understood the machinery, the wag
offered being 25s. a weck and keep. The
wanted an experienced teamster, thoroughl
accustomed to horses, at 238, a weck and kee;
and also a thoroughly experienced milker fc
258. a week. 1 heard the letters read by tt
immigration officer.

Mr. Latham: Wheo offered those rates?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They were offere
through the Immigration office. I heard t}
letters containing the offers read out on tl
wharf,

Mr. Latham: Jt is regrettable that thet
wages should have heen offered.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I can only s
that that is what I heard read out on ti
wharf at Fremantle. There were very fe
jobs available then because i€ was holida
time. An experienced traetion driver coul
have got £5 per week at that time, while
experienced teamster could Thave got £
And, surely to goodness, a man aceustome
to milking is worth more than 25s. per weel
It is impossible for a man to work for 25
per week and keep his wife and family.
instanced another case at that time. A ma
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rriving  here could not get work theough
ic department, because he was a nominated
igrant. Scarching for work, he was offered
De. per week for himself and bis wife, he
y work on the farm, and his wife to do the
wking. 1 read that offer in a letter at the
abour Bureau, Perth.

The Premier: You are quoting isolated
istances.

Mr. Munsie: When we tell of these things,
he Premier asks for specific eases, and when
‘e quote a specific case he says we are giving
wiated instances.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not one job
flered at the Labour Burean that day was
corth more than 23s. per week and keep.

Mr. Munsie: At the Labour Bureau, Perth,
st week request was made for a lad exper-
:need in driving a team of horses, wages
0s. per week,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I bave been giv-
ng some of the reasons for the existing
iffieulties. We should not bave this annual
inemployment if we were to adopt the poliey
£ starting secondary industries.

The Iremier: A bad policy.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not. Re-
eatedly has the Premier declared that the
wlicy of State enterprise is bad; yet just
15 frequently does he attend functions and
»int out the amount of money we are send-
ng to the Fastern States, telling his hearers
f the number of peonle employed in the East-
n States at the cost of Western Australia.
Vhen private enterprise will not undertake att
rduostry, it is the duty of the State to step
n, if it will result in money being kept with-
n the State.

Capt, Carter: What lines of industry could
je started by the State?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know of many
xith whieh, perhaps, the hon. member’s party
vould not agree. It is almost heartbreaking
o have the mothers of boys interviewing one
lay after day in the hope of getting those
soys placed in secondary industries.

The Premier: They cannot get apprenticed.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It was sienificant
‘hat the deputation which waited on the Pre-
nier yesterday in respect of apprentices were
10t so keen on getting artisans as they were
w getting imurovers, The system of im-
srovers ia one of the greatest curses in frade.

The Premier: They wanted tradesmen.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : They did@ not want
chem to be apprenticed.

The Premier: They are nof allowed.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: They are. The de-
sutationists said a boy could he trained in
1 shorter period than was possible a few
rears ago. They did not want to give a hoy
full training, to turn him out a competent
tradesman.

The Premier: You have no right to say
:hat.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No boy can learn
1 trade without a3 thorough training. Cer-
tainly he cannot he trained in two years, not-
withstanding what the deputation said. Im-
provers are very bad for an induairy, be-

cause they are neither tradesmen nor labour-
ers.

Mr, Pickering: It uced to toke
to train a lad,

The Colonial Secretary: It is not mneces-
sary nowadays.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes it is, if the
training is to be thorough. But there i this
difference now as against then:”nost of the
joinery work to-day is made in factories,
whereas when I was a boy the builder used
to make his own, and train his apprentices
ju the work. To-day employers do not want
to take the responsibility of keeping the lad
in employment for the period necessary to
make of him a competent trudesman; they
want to get rid of hium, to send him to some-
bedy clse.

The Premier: In your time it was an easy
matter to keep apprentices on.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, we used to do
things that are not done Ly apprentices to-
day. If there were no contract work, our em-
ployer would put us on at making stock size
doors and windows,

The Colonial Secretary: In many instances
wages and conditions render the employment
of apprentices unprofitable.

Mr, MeCallum: Now you are exposing your
own hand.

Hon. . C. ANGWIXN: It might he unpro-
fitable to employ apprentices for a couple of
years, but if yov cmployed them for a pro-
per period it would not be unprofitable, be-
cause during the closing years of his term
the apprentice will do work equal to that of
some of the men.

The Colonial Secretary: I have knmown a
voung fellow learn a skilled trade in 15
months.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: T know of many
boys who have gone through our schools and
passed our standards but who, six months
afterwards, knew nothing of what they were
sapposed to have learnt; it had not been
properly impressed on their brains. Every
boy in a trade should be properly traincd.
However, I was pointing out what I con-
sider some of the reasons for unemployment.
Ag the Premdier has said, we are short of
sccondary industries, There is in Western
Australia to-day nothing to encourage a man
from England to come here with a large
family, unless he be assured that the whole
of his family will willingly take up land.

Mr. Pickering: When we get the land
settled there will be plenty of opportunity
for all,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Unfortunately, tha
trade of Western Australia is in the hands of
agents. Those awents are kicking vwp more
rew ahout the State trading concerns than
are the actual employers of lahour. Tt pays
those agents hetter to bring the stuff here
and colleet their commission than it would
to have it manufactured here. We are send-
ing our money away by millions annually to
provide employment in other States, for goods
which ought to be manufactured here. Take
the State Tmplement Works. We have been
advised to sell them.

seven yuars
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The Premier: I wish somebody would buy
them and carry them on.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: That is the point.
Would they be carried ont If yom were to
scll them, in all probability you weuld throw
out of employment 200 men, who would have
to go to the Eastern States, where machinery
is manufactured. We are importing approxi-
nmately £300,000 worth of agricuitural bmple-
ments annually, while there is produced in
the State between £50,000 and £60,000 worth,
If we are anxious to assist the State to pro-
vide employment for the neweomers by build-
ing up secondary industries, is there not a
market ihere? Private enterprise will turn
round aud say, ‘‘We caunot start, because
the State will compete with us, will ent the
rates.’”  Only the ofher day I saw a lctier
fvom a econtractor who went to a firm for a
quote for joinery work, Thinking the price
too high, e wrote to the State Bawmills for
a quote. The reply was, ““ You have already
got the quote of our association.’’

Mr. Pickering: More combines!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T saw the letter, 1
have known contractors in this State, when
prices were put up on them like that, send to
the Eastern States for their joinery. These
arg some of the reasons why we have unem-
ployment,

Capt. Carter: I have heard you give other
reasons for the failure of seeondary indus-
tries,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: T am going to give
one now. It is this: The time will come
when the Government will be foreed to start
these industries. The mothers and fathers
of the boys and girls of thiz State will not
much longer be content to see their children
walking the streets when there ought to be
cmployment for them herc and while money
is being sent to the Eastern States to pur-
chase goods which ought to be manufactured
here,

Capt. Carter: They will have to eut out
XNestle’s milk and insist on cating Vietorian
butter.

Hon, W, €. ANXGWIN: Western
lian butter iz good enough for me,

Capt. Carter: I am talking of the popular
taste.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And the local
butter is also cheaper than the imported.

Capt. Carter: You know that what T am
saving is true.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: I think the majority
of the people buy in the cheapest market.

Mr. Cunningham: What will you replace
Nestle’s milk with?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the time
will come when we shall be able to supply
cor own requircments.  Summing up, the
trouble iz due to handing over control of
immigration to the Federal authority instead
of keeping it in our own hands, to bringing
migrants from English towns instead of from
the rural distriets, and to failure te build
up our seeondary industries in order to pro-
vide continuous employment for our people
and supply our own requirements. 1 hope
the Premier will take these matters into con-

Aungtra-

sideration. I know that his prineipal hobt
—and a very laudable one it is—is to sett
people on the land, but it is impossible {
cmploy a large population on the land. Se
ondary industries are necessary to suppo
u large population. If our population is |
attain proportions commensurate with it
populations of other States, we st ha
secondary industries going hand in hand wil
primary industries, Yet we are trying -
increase our population by depending sole
on our, primary industries, and the econs
anence is we have u large number of unen
ployed. Unless the Premier does take actic
v the lines I have suggested, he will fir
that bhis immigration policy will be serious
aflected. Tf any one of us were living :
England and received a letter stating the
the wage offered migrants was 25s. a we(
and that familtes had to stay behind in tl
city, would he come here under such eond
tions? Of course not.

Alr. FPickering: Those are conditions whic
one has to put vp with,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Not at all. 1
England ¥ never worked for 25s. a week afts
completing my apprentieeship, and it is wn
fair te ask people to come here for such
wage. Tt is not a fair wage. I wish
disabuse the minds of members that have n
been to England regarding the conditions ¢
farm labourers in the O0ld Country. Far
lahourers there are getting higher wages the
are paid here, though they are not ful
tound.

The Premier: Not to-day.

Mr. Davies: Colonel Newecombe
wage was 23s. o week without keep.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Js the hon, memb
aware that a farm labourer gets a prop
Louse to live in?

The Premier: He has to pay rent.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: No, he does not.

Mr. Money: He has to pay a very sme
renk,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: In Cornwall |
pays no rvent, and that is the worst pa
country in England. The farm labourer ge
milk, receives pork when a pig is killed, h
his own kitchen garden, and in fact receiv
two-thirds of his living free from the fam

Mr. Money: That wonld apply only
yearly men; not to an ordinary labourer.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: I am dealing wi
men who are employed continuocusly, not wi
casual labourers, On the majority of farn
the men are kept all the year round. Wh
I was in Cornwall three vears ago, far
labourers werce recciving 35s. per week
eight liours and easual labourers were getti
10s. a dax.

Mr. Davies: Eagincers are getting only 3!
a week.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The figures I ha
quoted are correet. T am not concerned as
what engineers are receiving.

The Premier: Anyhow, it has nothing
do with this vote.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I should not ha
dealt with these matters but for the int
jections. We must not run away with t

said tl
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idea that the conditions offered to farm lab-
ourers here are better than those obtainable
in England. A new arrival receiving 235s. a
week here is in @ worse position than the
general farm labourer in England. I am
anxious—and I think this applies to every
member on my side of the House—to see this
State populated, but I do not want to see
it populated under other than fair conditions
of life for the people being brouwght inte
the State. Rather than impose unfair con-
ditions upon them, X should prefer that they
did not come, but that they remained in
Engiand among their friends and relatives.
I bope the Premier will look carcfully inte
this matter and adopt some system, in order
that migrants may not be asked to work for
258, a week, but may be placed on heldings
of their own so that they may assist to de-
velop the State,

Mr. BUGHES (Last Perth) 9.23]: I
wish o reply to the insinuation of the Miu-
ister for Mines that T was interesting myselt
for political purposes in the unemployed
movement.

The Minister for Mines: Did I say that?

Mr, HUGHES: The DMinister insinuated
that.

The Minister for Mines:
have fitted,

Mr. HUGHES: It is true I mentioned the
uncmployed to the Premier on the afternoon
of the opening of Parlinment.

Capt. Carter: And you did make a speech
on the Esplanade,

Mr. HUGHES: And I shall do so when-
ever there are unemployed. Tf the hon. mem-
her had the heart, he too would (o s0, but he
wouldl not be permitted by his party.

Mr. Latham: Would that improve the
position?

Mr. JUGIISES: Yes. The Minister kuows
very well that last year T was president of
the metropolifan council of the Labour move-
ment, and T was brought inte the unemployed
meetings by virfue of holdibg that pesition.
Mrs. Hogarth, Miss-Greenough, and Mr, Need-
kam and I, in the Minister’s office, gave the
Minister just as much cheek and hounce as
he gave us, and he i8 ‘‘some’’ hounce.

The Minister for Mines: You behaved
yourselves for once.

Mr. HUGHES: No, we did not.

The Minister for Mines: Not for once?

AMr. MUGHES: We went along prepared
for fight, and we got seme bluff from the
Minister. We thought we would be thrown
out, but we were not.

The Minister for Works:
threw anyone out.

Mr. HUGHES: He did not throw us out
or bluff na out.

Hon, P. Collier:
put the mayor out.

The Minister for Mines: I put out the
man who tried to put the mayor out.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister for Mines
has many things to his credit, but I do not
think he will ever have to his eredit what he

The cap must

He does not

The Minister for Works

new elaims. The insinvation of which I ¢om-
plain, howevyr, iz worthy of the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Then why com-
plain of it

Mr. HUGHES: There is no pleasure in
trying to battle some sustenance or food out
of a callous man like the Minister in behalf
of an army of unemployed. There is no
pleasure in trying to get food for starving
men, women and children from a Minister
who said, ‘*Let them go to hell.”’

The Minister for Mines: Who said that?

Mr. HCGHES: The Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: I should like to
call you what I think you are.

Mr. HUGHES: Do so and I shall reply.
When [ asked the Premier to meet the un-
employed, the Minister for Mines said, ‘‘ The
cows! Let them go to hell; hooting the
Governor.,’” He was quite indignant.

The Premior: He certainly did not say it
1 my presence,

Mr., HUGHES: Yes, he did.
alongside the Premier at the time.
Premier Jil net hear it

The Premier: I did not hear it.

Mr. HUGHES: It goes to show that the
Premicr’s hearing is failing just as his
memory is failing. I know the Minister for
Mines does net want to stand up to that
statement.  He made the statement, how-
ever, and I gave his message to the unem-
ployed.

The Minister for Mines:
you.

Mr. HUGHES: Such a statement ought to
be made known all over Western Australia.
To send a eallous message like that to a body
of hungry men, desirous only of getting

He was
If the

That is just like

a little food for themselves and their
families——

The Minister for Mines: That message is
urtrue. 1 sent no message at all.

Mr. HUGHES: You made the statement, -
and I took it to the unemployed.

The Minister for Mines: Trast you to take
the message out.

Mr, HUGHES: T should always do so.

The Minister for Mines: Be a pimp all
your life.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not a pimp, In re-
ply te the Minister’s insinuation that I am
associating myself with the unemployed move-
ment merely for the purpose of vote eatching
—well, fancy that coming from a man who
has changed his political views four times
and, T believe, is contemplating a fifth change
owing to the redistribution of seats. Whether
he changes or not, I shall stand for Kast
Perth; and T shall not run away from my
own constituency.

The Minister for Mines:
anvthing else.

Mr. HUGHES: I shall not run away as
the Minister for Mines did, and as he will do
again,

The CHATRMAX: Order! T hardly think
the hen. member is keeping within the sub-
jeet of the debate.

You cannot o
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Mr. HUGHES: T do not wish to go out-
side the subject of the debate, but I think X
am entitled to reply to the dirty insinmation
of the Minister for Mines,

The CHAIRMAN: 1 did not hear any dirty
insinnation.

Hon. P. Collier:
wake up.

Mr. HUGHES: When an insinuation of
that kind is made, I am entitled to reply to
it

The Minister for Mines: Go for your life!

Mr. HUGHES: I am not afraid to go for
the Minister in the House or outside of it,

The Minister for Mines: You are very
courageous,

Mr: HUGHES : I have sufficient courage
te stick to my pelitical opinions and te sink
with my own electorate. That is more than
I can say for the Minister. As oue who took
& prominent part in the nnemployment move-
ment last year as well as this year, L can say
that the difficulty is decidedly greater this
year. No doubt there are more unemployed
this ycar. One of the painful features of
this year’'s unemployed demonstration was
the presence of an enormous number of lads
between the ages of 18 and 22, lads who
had been well brought up and had received
a fairly good education. They were unable
to secure employment. Some young fellows
who were not used to hard work, and whe
had gone out to work for contractors, had
some painful experiences. The Premier says
there are some good things to come. +I have
heard a lot about that sort of thing, but
nothing seems to materialise,. We were told
the same tale last year.

The Premier: I told you the number who
have been employed.

Mr. HUGHES: I have bere a list of men
in the metropolitan arca who have not been
employed.

The Premier: I take no notice of your list,
for I have the offieial list.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier will take no
notice of men in the flesh,

The Premicr: Wil T not?

Mr. HUGHES: No.

The Premier: T have done more than you
have.

Mr. HUGHES: What have you dene?

The Premier: Everything.

Mr. HUGHES: Here is a list of 150 men
who caunot find work.

Capt. Carter: What about the 1,500 men
for whom the Premier found work? Try to
be fair.

Mr. HUGHES: Where are they?

Capt, Carter: Working!

Mr. HUGHES: Where? The hon. member
does not know where they are working.

Capt. Carter: You were not awake when
the Premier made the statement, or you
would know,

Mr., BUGHES: I have heard so many of
his statements with regard to finding work
for the unemployed.

Capt. Carter: You only remember the
statementz that suit you.

It was made. You should

Mr. HUGHES: I remember them all. We
bave had the painful experience of the prom-
ises of the Premier to find work for men.

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course, not.

The Premicr: I will tell you something in
plainer language if you are not careful.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier may say
what be likes. Last year a number of un-
employed were taken to Lake Grace. Nine
ot 10 days elapsed before they could go.
When they went to work they were supplied
with equipment by the departmient, and this
was c¢harged against them,

The Premier: Why not?

Mr, HUGHES: After a while the condi-
tions became so bad that the men jumped the
rattler to Porth, When some of their claims
were investigated, we found that the de-
partment had charged them for equipment
whether they had received it or not. There
were instances of men who had brought along
their own tents and equipment, and yet the
department had debited them with equip-
wment ag they had done in other cases.

Mr, Mann: That would bhave bheen ad-
justed.

The Premier: Many of them received stuff
they did not pay for.

Mr. HUGHES: One man who had returned
his equipment, and held the receipt of a de-
partmental officer, was debited i his atate-
ment of accounts with bis equipment.

The Minister for Works: Wns that not
adjusted?

Mr. HUGHES: That was in 1922,

The Minister for Mines: We have had a
Pariiament since then and it has all been
discussed. ' :

Mr. HUGHES: After they had been work-
ing for some time they found themselves
still indehted to the Government, and they
left the job and returned to Perth. Heaven
knows how mach the Government lost over the
deal.  After sueh an experience the unem-
ployed arc getting wary of the statements
of the Premier that work will be found for
them. Some of the men were married, and
were not able to earn sufficient to pay for
the equipment and the feod they got on the
joh.

! Mr. Mann: Why? Were they incapable or
was the contract toc low?

Mr. BUGHES: The contract was too low.

Mr. Mann: It was the ruling price.

Mr. Marshall: They were to a large ex-
tent inexperienced men.

Mr. Mann: Tt was not that the price was
too low?

Mr. HUGHES: Two of them were excep-
tionally fine axemen and yet could not make
wages.

Mr. Mann; What was the price?

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know.

My, Mann: Then how do you know the
price was too low?

Capt. Carter: The excess charges you
spoke of were taken off the men’s accounts
You lmow that to be so0.



{31 Jure, 1923.} 39

Mr. HUGHES: After we kicked up a row!
The unemployed are chary about going to
these good jobs in the country.

The Minister for Works: Do not dig up
ghosts; give us somc recenl instances,

Mr. HUGHES : The Minister has seen
the unemployed every year, but their case
does not perturb him.,

The Minister for Works: T have found
work for a great many of them during the
last few weeks,

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier said he was
reserving work in the metropolitan area, and
would find oceupations for those who lived in
that area, but wot for those who came from
the ceountry. I have a list of unemployed
here. Out of all these nmames only two or
threc are not resident in the metropolitan
area. -

Mr, Mann: The Premier said men have
come from the country and taken the posi-
tions they should have had.

Mr. HUGHES: He said he “would make
work available within the metropolitan area
for men living there it they were in need of
employment,

Mr. Mann: He said he had made work
available, but that men had left work in the
country and taken it in the city.

Mr. HUGHES: Here is a list of men for
whom no work has yet been found.

The Minister for Works: Are they married
or single?

Mr. HUGHES: Some of them are single.

The Minister for Works: Why do not the
single men get out into the country like
their forebears did?

Mr. HUGHko: I was at Narrogin a fort-
night ago and addressed a public mecting
there.

Capt. Carter: Have they an esplanade at
Narrogin?

Mr, HUGHES: Yes, and it wonld do the
hon. member good to speak there. He would
learn a litlle about life.

Hon. . Collier: All the liberties we enjoy
have been won in the past on esplanades.

Mr., HUGHES: After the mecting three
jmmmigrants approached me, They said, ‘‘For
God’s sake, can the Labour Party do some-
thing to place the position of immigrants in
Anstralia before their conireres in England.’’
They told me they had come out to Aus-
trafia and had been found positions by the
New Settlers” League. Their jobs had lasted
twoe or three weeks and they were then turned
adrift. They had battled around the country
leoking for work. One of them was down and
out. When he arrived at Narrogin he was
toid there was to be a meeting of unem-
ployed and he was asked to register his name
2t the Town Hall. He said that most of the
90 men who had registered were immigrants.
Fortunately, there was a washaway at Wooda-
nilling, he said, and some of them had been
able to get work. He told me that he was
all right because he knew where his next
meal was coming from. Evidently the wash-
away had ereated an opportunity for some
of these men to get employment. They eom-
plained that the position in England had been

niisrepresented to them. They also said that
the agents who had got hold of them were
going about the country telling these beauti-
ful tales ahont Ausiralia, some of which we
have alrcady heard from the member for Ger-
aldton. They said these agents received £1
from the Government for every migrant
they nominated, and ancther £1 from the
shipping company. I do not know whether
the statement is true or not.

The Minister for Works: It was a case
of 40 pieces of silver over again,

Mr. McCallum: It was 30.

Mr. HUGHES: If it-is a fact that the
Stute or Federal Governments are paying this
money to men who wilfully misrepresent Aus-
tralia to people in Engiand, it is a crime,
and ought to be stopped immediately. If
the shipping companics are deing likewise it
is a double ecrime.

The Minister for Works: That is profiteer-
ing,

Mr, HUGHLES: It is bringing people oung
under false pretences. Here is a pamphlet
that is printed in Perth. Upon the cover is
depicted a shovelful of sovereigns. Has any
one seen & sovereign in Western Australia
for the past eight or 10 years?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, at the Mint.

Mr. HUGHES: If it had been a bundle
of notes on the eover, it would have been
some attempt at accuracy. Those who got
up the pamphlet were careless in that they
printed the facsimiles of coing that have net
beer in eirculation for seme years.

The Minister for Mines: They are heing
made all the same.

Mr, HUGHES: Such a pieture as this, pub-
lished in England, would be sufficient to
attract anyone.

The Colonial Secretary: That is artistie
latitnde.

Mr., HUGHES: How many new settlers
have beenr able to earn a shovelful of sover-
eigns?

The Minister for Works: What right have
they to expect to earn so much in so short a
timed

Mr, HUGHES: If advertisements such as
these are circulated in England people who
come here naturally expect to find an Eldor-
ado.

The Minister for Mines: It is a most artis-
tie cover.

Thr Colonial Sceretary: Tt is a eredit to
the Government Printing Works,

Mr. HUGHES: It amounts to misrepre-
sentation. Here is another document which
was published as a supplement in connection
with the Western Australian annual dinuer.
Just as a straw shows which way the wind
blows, so does this document indicate the kind
of infermation that is being supplied in the
Ol Country concerning Western Australia.
““The young giant State of the Cemmon-
wealth’’ i3 set in big type. Then there is in
block type, ‘‘Accumulated sinking fund
amounts to £8,000,000.’ Next we have the
statement that 64 per cent. ¢f the population
have accounts with the Savings Bank, the
average amount to the credit of each de-
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positor being £34 53, ‘‘Land =ettlers and
country workers welcome.’? Weleome to walk
the streets of Perth in idleness, I presume.
‘4 Liberal asgistance offered. Amount al-
ready advanced to new settlers by the Agri-
cultural Bank, tep million odd, Three million
acres under cultivation. Thirty million acreg
available with proved rainfall for new sect-
tlers. Imported into Western Australia bacon
and dairy produee of the value of £640,000.7°
Two things arc not mentioned in this pamph-
let—our fast progressing defieit, and our
national debt. If the Government wish to
tell the truth, why do they not tell the whols
truth? To show the national debt alongside
the aceumulated sinking fund would put a
very different complexion on the maiter.
‘When the debt is not shown, people may
think there is an aceumulated surplus of
£8,000,000 represented by a sinking fund.

The Minister for Mines: Surely it is obh-
vious, if you have a sinking fund, that you
have a debt.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course, but the oxtent
of the debt is not obvious. Neither is there
any mention of the heavy taxes here. The
only reference to taxation would lead people
to believe that there are no taxes in this
State. ‘"No absentees tax or double income
tax on Britich iuvestors. No tax on investors
in our loang.’’ There is no reference to the
fact that the Government of this State pro-
posed to put a tax of one penny in the pound
on the earnings of ncwsbays.

The Minister for Works: Who signed that
paper?

Mr. McCallumn:
to sign it.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. It is headed, ‘“Sup-
plement to the Western Australian dinner re-
port.’? Here we have a speeimen of the mis-
representation indulged in at Home with a
view to bringing people to this State. 1 be-
lieve in migration properly controlled. This
country has fine resources, but it is being
badly administered. Surely if year after year
a large body of men is left without work or
sustenamce at a eertain season, no one ¢an say
that this country ia well administered. It is
the Government’s duty to find work for the
men, instead of sustenance. Sustenance is
degrading not only to those who take it, but
to those who give it. There is not a man
among the unemployed but would prefer to
give some return for the sustenance.

The Minister for Works: You do not know
all the unemployed.

Mr, HUGHES: I know more about them
than the Minister knows. One eannot expect
these men, especially if married, to go on
tramping through the country when there is
no work available.

The Minister for Works:

The writer was ashamed

They pull your
leg.

Mr. HUGHES: Next as regards the pie-
ture painted of the possibilities in Western
Australia—£3 10s. a week and keep, as men-
tioned by the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Willcock)., Here is a letter written by one
pommy to another, showing the difference
between what a migrant is sopposed fo get

and what he actwally receives. The writer
of the letter is known amongst his mates as
‘“Btraight Joe.’” The tone of this letter
shows what kind of treabnent iic has been
getting — '
Dear Bill,—I write te ypu on this day,
which is the first anniversary of the day we
sajled fram dear old England, Twelve
long weary months of struggle and strife,
and not one inch nearver the achievemoent of
our plans to make a fortwne. Dash it all,
Biil, T am fed up, I iave had enough, 1
can’t see any fun or pleasure in just work-
ing for my bare tucker. T have had no
wages for ten weeks, and by the way things
are looking I shall be lucky it I pet any
in the next ten weeks. What do you say
about it? Do you think I am a dumn fool
for sticking it? [ suppose I am, but it is
ne use, I have got to do it as [ have got no
money to stand in.  Honestly speaking,
Bill, T wish I had never set foot in this
country—hard work and. very little pay for
it. I have been in this place close on eleven
months, and I have only lieen in town about
a dozen times, I have not seen a picture
house ot a theatre. All the pleasure [ have
had since I came herg was to go to some
horse races, and my holiday lasted zbout
four houra. Fancy, Bill, four hours’ holi-
day in ecleven months, I am hreaking rve-
cords. Well, Bill, I hope you get that job
at the garage, and if you sce a chance of
getting me a job, write and let me know,
as T will come over there, if 1 have to walk
it.
When the migrants arrive here, they are
handed nver to the New Settlers’ League.
Why is it necessary for the Government teo
delegate their functions to a body of private
citizens?
Mr. Mann: Have you any objection?
My, HUGHES: Certainly. What are Min-
isters employed by the people for? If the
Government arc fathering a migration scheme.
why are they delegating their duties in con-
nection with that scheme to someonc else?
Mr. Latham: They consider they are get-
ting rid of some of the red tape for which
the departments are so aften blamed.
Mr. HUGHES: The Government could do
that without delegating their responsibilities.
Mr. Harrison: Do not you trust vour dele-
gates on that league?d
Mr. HUGHES: I do, and T wish I had the
same confidence in the other delegates. The
hon. member interjecting, who frequently
boasts about his fairness, knows that our
delegates have only two votes.

Capt. Carter: Let us have a concrcte
charge.
Mr. HUGHES: I have to-night given cases

of men being sent to jobs which lasted only
two or three weeks.

Capt. Carter: PBut those charges are not
made by your delegates.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
are disorderiy.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt shows how irresponsible
the Government are, and how little they re-
gard their obligations to the people migrating

Interruptions
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to this State, when they band over their
obligation~ to a body of private citizens. I
beliteve there are well-meaning people in that
league, but 1 have not unbounded faith in
the whole ¢f the league. 1 believe some of
them are prepared to cut wages, to send ont
migrants to work for 15s. a week and their
keep.

Capt. Carter: I should like to hear the
wember for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) on that
point.

Mr, HUGHES: The member for Canning
is not enc of those people, but T venture to
say the member for Leederville (Capt. Car-
ter) would be willing to send out men to
wortk on such terms., He was prepared to
pluck the poor charwoman of a shilling a day
and, therefore, wounld be prepared to support
a wapge of 153, on the farm. That is a fact
the hon. member cannot deny. That is his
great achievement as an arbitration agent—
h> got a shilling knoeked off the charwoman’s
wages! Tf the Government were sinccre they
would not throw their respomsibility away so
lightly, but would recognise that as they in-
duced people to come lere, it was their duty
to look after them. They should do that
instead of delegating their duties to—I will
not say irresponsible people, but certainly
to people who have no respomsibility.

Mir. (lydesdale: That is worse still.

Mr, HUGHES: They have n¢ responsi-
bility whatever to the people generally, What
responsibility to Western Australia has the
New Settlers’ League? The members of that
crganisation are simply acting in an honorary
capacity.

Mr. Mann: Do you not think they are
doing their best?

Mr. HUGHES: That is not the point.

Mr. Mann: Do wvou think they are acting
in an irresponsihle way?

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the question.

Mr. HUGHES: Would the hon. member be
in favour of banding over the control of a
Government department to the Trades Hali?

Mr, Mann: That is quite a different pro-

position. The Trades Hall and other public
institutions are well represented on the
league,

Mr. HUGHES: Surely the hon. member
does not suggest that the control of a Gov-
ernment department should be handed over
to an outside organmisation or to the Trades
Ham

sr, Latham: Some are already handed over
to boards.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, but only under the
Jaws as passed by Parliament.

Mr. Mano: Many departments are con-
trolled by boards, such as the Couneil of
Scienee and Industry. Then there are the
T.A.B, and Soldier Settlers’ Board.

Hon. P. Collier: Those are created under
Acts of Parliament and their functions de-
fined.

Mr, HUCGHES: And those boards are re-
sponsible to this House.

Afr. Mann: Well, make this institution re-
sponsible to Parliament.

[3]

_ Mr. HUGHES: The statement is blazoned
forth in England that there are 30,000,000
acres of land here within a smitable rainfaii
Lelt, available for approved settlers. Yet,
when T went to the Group Scttlement office
the other day, I found 60 men waiting to
participate in the scheme. If we bhave
20,000,600 acres available, why do not the
Government make land availabie te those 60
men and give the native-born Australian an
opportunity? Why should not our own people
have the same opportunity as is available to
the migrant ?

Mr. Mann: Have they not the same oppor-
tunity?

Mr. HUGHES: No, beeause those 60 men
are waiting for blocks.

Mr. Mann: Of course, they have the same
opportunities.

Mr. HUGHES: They have not. While the
New Settiers’ Teague endeavours to get work
for the newcomers, the native-born Austra-
lian must fend for himself, for there is no
institution to look after his interests.

Mr. Mann: Fifty per cent. of the people
on the group settlements are ex-miners, ex-
soldiers, and leeal people.

“.\Tr'. HUGHES: What about the Australian
who is out of work at the present time? There
;]s_ no institution available to find work for

im.

My, Mann: There is the Government Lab-
our Bureau,

Mr, HUGHES: We hear the complaint that
there is a certain anti-' pommy’’ feeling
amongst Australians. Sueh a feeling is only
natural when the native-born Australian is
out of work and finds that someone is looking
after the interests of the migrants while he
is left severely alone. From time to time
we hear that there is work available in the
country where clearing contracts can be taken
up by men serking employwent. I have had
eases brought upder my notice where men
have werked for farmers who have been as-
sisted by the LAB. Tn one instance, when
the man had done the falling, he was paid
£1 an acre and he had 14s. to collect when
he burned off.

Mr. Mann: That was a good price.

Mr., HUGHES: How can the hon. mem-
ber say that until he knows the class of tim-
ber on the hinek?

The Minister for Works: Because that is
the average for country areas.

Mr. HUGHES: When that man returned
to do the burning off, the contract provided
that the farmer was to cart the necessary
food and water for the contractor’s susten-
ance. He took four men with him to do the
cleaning vp quickly, and notified the farmer
of his requirements. When the gang started
on the Monday, no water was available. On
the following morning they received 20 gal-
lens of water, but it was unfit to drink and
had to stand for two or three days to settle,

Mr. Latham: That helps you to realise the
gifﬁculties country people are labouring un-
er,

Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon. member think
T have never been out of Perth?
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The Minister for Works: You look like the
finished produoet of the town.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister does not look
very weatherbeaten. At any rate, the farmer
refused to do the carting, and this man had to
leave the job, That meant that he had to
lose the profit he expected to make out of
the burning off.

Mr. Mann: Do you hlame the Govermment
for that? )

Mr., HUGHES: Yes, beecanse the Govern-
ment who assisted that farmer through the
I.A.B, and helped him to prosperity should
see to it that the .farmer treated the men
ke employed in a proper manner.

The Minister for Works: What sort of
men are they who want the _Government to
assist them through everything® Why not
teach them to be men, not kids? ¥You will
want us to do up their waisteoat huttons
next!

Hon. P. Collicr: The Minister for Works
should not forget that he has been disrated!

Mr. HUGHES: The Government should see,
through their inspectors, that farmers who
arc assisted with Government money should
do the hest possible for these men. We hear
a lot of talk about pioncering in the agrieul-
tural arens, and surely the man who does the
clearing is pioncering juet as much as the
man who stays and cultivates the land?

The Minister for Works: He does more.

Mr. HUGHES: The Government should
take this matter in hand. In another instance
a man who was accustomed to city life be-
came unemployed and took o job in the coun-
try. He was expected to work from daylight
till dark, and it was made so hot for him
that after three or four wecks he could not
stand the jobh any longer and had to return
to Perth. Another boy, 20 years of age, went
to the country because he wanted to learn
farm work. He was engaged by people wheo
had a tractor. After working for them for
six or seven weeks he found that the people
had gone out of business, and that no wages
were available for him. The Minister for
Alines would probably say that he should sue
for his money, hut such lads are inexperienced
and lhave not the money to proceed to law.
For such Jads, in such circumstances, there is
nothing further fo do.

Mr. Latham: That sort of thing is not gen-
eral.

Mr, HUGHES: I know there is a good deal
of it going on.

Mr. Latham: You don’t want me to get
up and give the other side of the story.

Mr. JUGHES: I have not the slightest
ohjection.

Capt. Carter: Have you cver heard of one
successful migrant?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; and also a lot of sue-
cessful farmers who want all the privileges
and migrants to work at 25s. a week. The
Tazation Commissioner’s report shows that
the average income of a farmer is £539, as
against the average of £225 for the wage-
earner, indicating who is the prosperous in-
dividual. It is time gome of the privileges
extended to farmers were taken away from

the more prosperous ones. It is up to them
to take a share in the financial burden and
shoulder some of the deficit on the railways.

Capt. Carter: Have you ever heard of a
migrant who is doing well?

Mr. MeCallum: Have you?

Capt. Carter: Yes, dozens of them.

Hon, P. Collier: Where are they located?

" Mr. MeCallum: They are settled at Leeder-
ville or at Dead Dog Swamp.

Mr. HUGHES: The sustenance allowance
provided-by the Government is bad. It would
be better to provide usefnl work so that the
men employed could earn good money. Men
who are in the unfortunate position of re-
ceiving sustenance allowances would be bet-
ler off if the Government exercised a little
initiative and made an arrangement with the
City Council to repair our streets, and thus
get some return for the money expended.

The Minister for Works: That is what
the Perth ratepayers want, some return for
their moncy,

Mr. HUGHES: They are allowed 3s, 64.
per day for groceries and meat and that is to
keep o man, his wife and a child! There is
a ease of a returned soldier who was told that
when he returned from the war he wonld
want for notbing and that Western Australia
would he a place far heroes to live in. Now,
when he comes haek he ecannot find a job and
all he can get is 3s. 64, per day.

Mr. Latham: That is an isolated ease.

Mr. HUGHES: That may be so, but it
shows what is going on.

Mr. Marshall: Like the intellect of the
member for York, it is isolated,

Mr. HUGHES: If these are isolated cases,
here is another, that of a returned soldier
with 2 wife and three children.

Mr Latham: There are such eases, T knorw,
but there are not many,

Mr. HUGHES: Yell, what are the hon.
member and other patriots going to do ahout
them?

Capt. Carter: Are you posing as a patriot?

Mr. HUGHES: No, T do not wish to be
classed with the patriots. That is all they
can do for the returned soldier now, 3s. 6d.

per day!

Capt. Carter: TYou are the returned
soldiers’ champion,

Mr. HUGHES: XNo. The hon. momber

poses as their ¢champion, although he has done
nothing to help them.

Capt. Carter: I would like to know what
you have done. Youn have emitted more wind
and words to-night than I ever heard before.

Mr, HUGHES: The hon, member, although
one of their championg, is not permitted to
go out and state his ease; his party would
not like it.

Mr. Latham:
majority.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course not, hut from
the promises made, one would think that when
guch an instance was brought under notice,
someborldy would remedy it.

Mr. Latham: You say they are returned
soldiers, and warried.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes.

These cases are not in the
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Mz, Latham:
names ¥

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and | will take the
hon, member to where they live, if he desites
to help them. There is another case 1 want
{s ventilate, probably the action of a patriot,
and showing callous indifference to the mis-
fortunes of the unemployed. The victim is
invalided, but not sufficiently so to seeurc an
invalid pensien, He was renting a basement
room for 58. a week, hut owing to unemploy-
ment extending over 30 wecks he was £5 3s.
in arrcars with his rent. For that paliry sum
the landlord put in the bailiffs, sold the beid
from under him, and turned him out into the
street. The landlord’s name was Templeton,
His callousness ought to be trumpeted through-
out the State. The bailiff, one Evans, went
to the victim and threatened him, saying that
if he did not sign an authority to sell his
goods, and forthwith get off the premises, he
would be liable to two ycars’ imprisonment.
When one makes inquiries of these heartless
people, one is told ‘*The man auvthorised vs
te hold the sale.’’ Of course he did; he
was bluffed into it. The Premier should stop
sueh  things as that by ingtituting a mora-
torium relieving people from the danger of
having their goods and chattels sold np while
they were out of work and so unable to pay
rcnt.  One other very objectionable thing has
come under my notice, In times of distress
people have to go to money-lenders and pledge
their goods and chattels in order to buy food
and necessities.  Those people borrowing
money from pawnbrokers on seeurity are
charged 1s. per month per pound, or 60 per
cent, per annnm,  Surely that is excessive!
Very little risk is taken by the lenders. They
have full seenrity, generally jewellery and
other realisable assets, yet they are allowed
to eharge 60 per cent., simply hecause the
vnfortunate bLorrower camnot decline to pay
it. The Government should reduee by statute
that 60 per cent. to a waximum of 15 per
wnt, which, surcly, would be sufficient! 1
hope ihat for once the promises of the Pre-
mier will be fulfilled. It is not niee to have
an army of wnemployed, nor is it any plea-
sure to Labour members to be trying to find
work for them. The Government shonld re-
organise their immigration policy and endea-
vour next year to arrange for sufficient work
to precluede unemployment,

Will you let ug bave their

Mr., McCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
[10.22]: T should like to be able to cultivate
the Premier's breezy optimism, to accept like
him the situation, quote figures, and dismiss
the problem as being solved., To-night he has
quoted the number of men registered at the
Fremantle Labour Bureau this morning—68.
The Premier puts up that 63 as being the
number of men out of work in Fremantle to-
day.

The Premier: I said registered to-day.

Mr. McCALLUM: Y called at the Lahour
Bureau to-day and found that the nuwmber
registered sinee the first of the month was
559, and that the bureau had found employ-

ment for 101, leaving 458 wunprovided for.
There is just as much logic in that deduction
a3 in the Premier’s. It eanpot be expecied
that the whote of the 458 should call at the
Labgur Bureau each morning,

The Premier: No, beeausc probably they
are all in work,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course they are not
in work. They go out looking for work. If
they were to waste their time calling at the
hurean each morning, nobody would dencunce
them more strongly than would the Premier.
Yct he seems to rely on the daily registration
as a certain indication of fthe position. The
practice at the bureau is to anwounce on, say,
Monday moruing that in all probability so
many men will he required on Wednesday or
Thursday, and that until then no situations
will be vacant., Ouly this morning they teld
me at the burcau that about Thursday next
they will be picking wp some 20 men.  Hev,
then, can the Premicr expect the whole of the
unemployed men to eall at the bureau each
morning? The Premier has quoted, times out
of number, the list of works propesed to be
put in hand. We know it off by heart. We
wonder when those works will eome to light.
The Premier is not so c¢allous as to disregard
the unemployed, but he ought te realise that
those of vs who confront those men every
morning have a painful task te perforin, if
we present their case to the Govermmment we
are told, '"All this work will ke available
in a few days.’’ We go back to the men and
report.  Day after day, week after week stips
by, and the work does mot materinlise. This
sort of thing embitters the men and shakes
their confidence, not only in our report, but
in the statement of the Minister. It wonld
be far better to say steaight ont what the
situation is,

The Premier: We do that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Premier said to-
night that all this work, from Ceraldton to
Albany, was hung up for lack of men to do
it.

The Premier: That is true.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Fancy a statement like
that going out from the head of the Govern-
ment, when there is a erowd of men unem-

ployed!  “There is always work’’ sail the
Premier. 1 do not know what work he re-
ferred to.

The Premier:
Agrienltural Bank.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Cannot the vnemployed
men be put in towech with the work? The
Premier knows that the loans from the Bank
kave not been taken up; that the settlers are
cothplaining of the rates of intorest.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort,
ently any argument is good enough.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Apparently any argu-
ment is good enowgh for the Premier, when
he says that all this work is waiting fer
want of men to do it.

Hon. P. Collier: There are crowds of men
at the Lahour Burean cvery day. Why not
send them all out to-morrow?

The Premier: Half of them would be sent
back.

Work authorised by the

Appar-
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Mr, M¢CALLUM: Beeause there is no work
out there for them. If the Agricultural
Bank has approved of the work, the depart-
ment must have knowledge of that work.
Why cannot the men be put in touch with the
work? The truth is the work is not there.
If the work were there, the men would be only
too ready to take it on. Do men remain idle
for the fun of it? Does the Premier think
that they stay out of work because they do
not want work?

The Premier: They are told not to take it.

Mr., MeCALLUM: Who has told them
that?

The Premier: Of course they are told it,
constantly.

Mr. MeCALLUM: No one has been told
not to take such work, As regards the men
drifting from the country to the city, we have
all tried to prevent that, From the very start
of this trouble, when the Premier asked us to
discourage this sort of thing, each time we
have addressed the unemployed, we have
told them that the Government would not
provide work in the eity for men from the
country. We have stated that men in the
country must stay in the country, and that
if they came into the city, they would have
to find their way out of it. T have laid that
down each morning and have endeavoured to
make it known far and wide. I do not
know that there is a large percentage of un-
employed drifting in from the eountry.
Nuturally, there are some, and the Gover:n-
ment to an extent are responsible for it.
One instanec was mentioned of 40 men having
been put off the Nyabing-Pingrup railway
construetion owing to there being no slecpers
available. A day or two after they reached
Perth, 40 men were sent to the same spot
by the Works Department for road construc-
tion. The 40 men from the railway work
had their tents, equipment, and eooking uten-
sils, and yet they were brought back to Perth
and another 40 men were sent to the same
distriet. What kind of management is that?

The Minister for Works: When was that?

Mr. McCALLUM: A fortnight or three
wecks ago. The men were present and gave
us the partieulars, and I told the Premier
about it om the following morning. Why
were not the men on the railway construetion
put on to the road job instead of bringing
them back to Perth and sending others out?
I voice an objection to the New Bettlers’
League handling public funds and doing
Government work withont Goverpment con-
trol. They are performing functions that
belong to the Government, and the Govern-
ment have no right to hand over sueh fume-
tions to a body of citizens who are not re-
sponsible to anyone. I nnderstand the league
have the expenditure of large sums of publie
I do not know what accounts are

money. :
submitted or what contrel there is. Who
constituted this league? How wcrc‘é}ﬁc{

a

formed? Did anyone elect them?
right have they to have public funds doled
out to them and to eontrol such an important
part of public pelicy as the scttlement of

migrants, without amy say on the part of

those respousible to the people of the State?
The position is a most objectionable one.

The Premier: It is a very good arrange-
ment,

Alr, McCALLUM: If the Government think
that this work can be better controlled by
an outside body, instead of by red tape de-
partmental methods, they should first obtain
the approval of the House. The people’s
money should not be handled by outside in-
dividuals to do as they like with,

The Fremicr: Not to carry on this good
work?

Mr. McCALLUM.: The Premier is handing
the job over to men who are making use of
their positions for party purposes.

The Minister for Works: Qh, no!

Mr. MeCALLUM: MHow is it that any
busy-body who likes to ceme along and in-
terest himself may address a body of mig-
rants, while a member of a trades nnion or
a representative of the working class is de-
nied that right? Why such a distinction?

The Premier: It is not se.

Mr, M¢CALLUM: The Premier has denied
the right of a trades unionist to address the
migrants,

The Premier: T have “not.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, your Minister haa.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Colonial Secretary
has. We have been advised that this was
the decision of Cabinet. Are all these wealthy
squatters, all these wealthy farmers, all these
business men of the eity and any bugy-body
of Fremantle entitled to go along amd ad-
dress the mew arrivals?

The Minister for Works: There has never
been anything of the sort brought before
Cabinet.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We can produce the cor-
respondence from the department denying
trades unions the right to send delegates.

The Minister for Works: You said it was
a Cabinet decision.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T said we had been ad-
vised it was a Cabinet decision.

The Minister for Works: Tt is untrue.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Does the Minister for
Works deny that we have heen refused that
right?

Hon. P. Collier: The Colonial Secrctary

denied us that right,

The Premier: I do not see why any political
otganisation wants to send representatives
there.

Hon. P. Collier: Every organisation is
political more or less, but their representa-
tives need not go there in n politieal capacity.
Every Tom, Dick, and Harry can go there,
but not our representatives.

Th Colonial Seeretary: Tt is not a faet.

Hon. P, Collier: It is a faet. What is
wrong with a Trades Hall representative? Is
he not as good as any other representative?

The Minister for Works: It is all right,
so long as they leave politics out.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Who said they wonld
introduce politics? T¥s the Trades Hall any
more a political organisation than the Pas-
toralists’ Association? Which is the stronger
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political organisation—the Trades Hall or the
Weld Clob?

The Premier: The Trades Hall

Mr. McCALLUAM: T know we ncvsr gel a
vete trom fhe Weld Club but the Government
get a number of votes from our side. Repre-
sentatives of the Pastoralists’ Association go
to Fremantle and address the migrants.
Nearly every woman of the Nationalist asso-
ciation, Fremantle, has been permitted to do
likewise, and why should trades umionists be
denied the same right? Here is a letter
from the Colonia) Secretary dated the 1lst
July.

]%on. P. Collier: Why should not the presi-
dent of the Trades Hall be permitted to go
there?

The Premicr: I do not sce that politics.

ere wanted there af all

Hou. P. Collier: It is not a matter of in-
troducing politics.

Mr. oo ouDUM: Why were the Leader
of the Oppesition and myself ordered off the
premises when we went to  the migrants’
home?  There might be more renson for
ordering us off than for precluding visits by
members of trades unions, Surely the mi-
grants are entitled to have the conditions of
employment explained to them.

The Colorial Seerctary: The request was to
address the migrants.
© Mr. MeCALLUM: Are not they entitled to
that?# Are not representatives of the Pas-
toralists’ Association, and nearly every mem-
ber of the eaccutive of the Nationalist League
in attendance there every week?

The Colonial Becretary: No political body
is permitted to send representatives therc.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Are not these politieal
hodies? They are more prononnced politieal
hudies than are trades unions.

The Colonial Scerctary: No permission has
ever been given to any political body.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Pastoralists’ Asse-
ciation is a political body; so are the Nation-
alist League, Fremantle, and the Weld Club
politicat bodies, and all of them have their
representatives at the Fremantle home. I
have no reason to doubt the Premier’s sin-
cerity when he says he does not desire immi-
gration to be used to redwce the standard of
working eonditions in this State, but if that
is the attitude of the Government, what
earthly objection can there be to permitting
the industrial standard heing explained to
new arrivals by representatives of industrial
organisations?  What logic ean therc be
against it? Tf the Government have nothing
to hide, therc e¢an be no objection to the
standard of conditions being explained to
these men before they are asked to go out
inte the country to take jobs. That is the
function of the trades union, Jf the trades
union does not do it, who can? The migrants
have a right to look to the trades union to
do this, If they cannot do so, who is to ex-
plain the standard to them and tell them what
they are cntitled to receive? Are the Gov-
ernment afraid that if the new arrivals have
the true position of affairs explained to them,
they will refuse to take these jobs on the

ground that the conditions are not up to the
standard? Why is it that the Government
are so anxious to keep up ail this secrecy?

The Premier: I am not anxious to keep
anything secret.

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 pass the Immigrants’
Home every day and I see these busybodies
addressing the immigrants, Every one of these
persons is an anti-laborite, a pronounced
opponent of our party and an anti-trades
unionist. Why are they permitted to go
there? As soon as anyenc has the least in-
clination towards labour in polities he’is pre-
vented from getting near the immigrants at
all. That decision should not be allowed to
stand. 1 ask the Colonial Secretary if he
docs not think the Leader of the Opposition
would be just as fair in addressing new ar-
rivals ag he himself would be, Does he think
there could be any more objection to the
Leader of the Opposition addressing them
than there would be to any member of his
own party?

The Colonial Seeretary: The Leader of
the Opposition or any member of the House
will be welcome at the Immigrants’ Home.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But the Leader of the
Oppcsition and I were ordered off the prem-
ises.

The Colonial Seerctary:
time ago.

Mr, MeCALLUM: T have here the minute
the AMinister sent only this month.

The Colonial Secretary: No member of' a
political party would be allowed to address
them on politicai matters.

Hon. I*. Collier: The people the hon. mem-
ber is talking about are members of political
partkies and are talking to the migrants every
week.

Mr. MeCALLUM: In this letter written by
the Colonjal Sceretary he regrets that the
decision already given cannet he varied in
respect to representatives of industrial unions
addressing thuse who are at the lImmigrants’
Home. These are not political bodies, but that
is the text of his letter,

Hon. P, Collier: Therc arc all sorts of
polities at the Trades Hall.

Mr. MeCALLTUM: The hossies that I see
vigiting the heme are all engaged in politics.
They are busybodies stirring up trouble and
creating strife,

Mr. Pickering:
addressing?

Hon. P. Collicr:
one side excluded ?

Mre. MeCALLUM: What explanations ean
be offered? A decision should he given that
has some deceney ahout it, not one that is so
strongly partisan as te permit one side to
enter the homne and not another. Tt seems to
be a earefully prepared scheme to prevent
new arrivals from getting into tomeh with
anyone who is [ikely to tell them the con-
ditions in Australia, and to explain the in-
dustrial gituation in the State. I heard the
complaint that while o body of migraots were
travelling from Albany to Perth the member
for Hannans had the impudence to taltk to

That was a long

Why uot ent out ali the

Hear, hear! Why have
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some of them on the train. He should not
have dared to do it

The Premier: I suppore they were the
young ladies. .

Mr. Munsie: The men. I have heard the
same thing since I got back. I have as much
right as anyone else to talk to them.

Mr. MeCALLUM:  Are members to be
treated as if they had some vile disease, and
were not fit to be brought into coniaet with
the new arrivals? If this sort of thing goes
on there will be sneh a revulsion of feeling
that strong action will have to he taken to
overcome the position. .

Mr. Lutey: It has been going on for years.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We brought it up last
session. We now find that a new Minister
carries on the policy that was laid down in
the case of the Leader of the Opposition and
myseif. 1 promise him that if there is not
some alteration in the poliey things will not
work so amoothly as they have done in the
past.

The Premicer: What is that?

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the Minister does not
alter his policy of permitting only one side to
be heard—

The Colonial Secretary: No side ig al-
lowed to address the immigrants.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister’s letter
says 50. He will not permit industrial union-
ists to go there. If he do2s not alter his po-
licy he will stir up for himeelf a lot of
trouble.

The Coloninl Seeretary:
come at any time.

Mr. McCALLUM: We were ordered off.
TLet the Minister name one person from our
side who would be welcome.

The Colonial Secretary:
‘scats himself,

Mr. MecCALLUM: He cannot nmame one
ndividual from our side.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps you have
never tried since.

Mr. McCALLUM: Here is the Minister’s
own cstatement contained in his letter warn-
ing trade unicnists away,

Mr. Muongie: Tn his first letter he said he
would not object to industrianlists, but in a
later letter he did object fo them.

The Coloninl Sperctary: T know of ne
naticnalist, Country Party, or lahour organis-
ation being permitted to enter the home and
address the immigrants,

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the scereiaries of the
Trades Hall and the members on this side of
‘the House formed themselves into a ‘“Jolly
good fellow society,’’ and asked the Ainister
to permit members of thaf society to address
the migrants, would he agree? He would
want to know who they were.

The Colonial Seeretary: Yes.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Those who are anti-
labour and vigoreus opponents of trades
unionism are permitted to address the mi-
grants when they like.

The Colonial Seeretary: The Salvation
_Army and the churches arc not neeessarily op-

You wil! be wel-

Anyone who pre-
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posed to labour umnjons and they are per-
mitted to address the new arrivals,

Hon, P, Collier: There are bodies that go
there not of a religions character.

The Colounial Secretary: No political body
is permitted to address the wmigrants,

Hon. P. Collier: Then we will address
them outside the home, and will say more to
them than we would if we addressed them in-
side.

My, McCALLUM: We will address them all
right whether the Minister gives permission or
not. It is just as well for him to know this.
We will reach them all right,

The Colonial Seceretary: They ecaunot be
addressed politically.

Mr, MeCALLUM: There was never any
suggestion of that. Why is it that only those
wha are opposeil to the labour movement are
permitted to have anything to do with the
m:igrants? . Apparently everyone conugcted
with the labour movement is bramled as be-
ing a party to some political intrigne. They
cannot be separated from politieal action,
What a narrow-minded, bigoted view to have!
What a conservative attitude!  Does the
Minister think we arce less anxious than he is
to see this Stute progress? Do not the men
representing the trade unions of this State

“know the difficulties of thes country just as.

well as people sitting opposite know them§
Why are we demied the right? Beeause mom-
bers opposite wiant to build up an idea that
we have horhs and fangs and tails. We ure
most serious iu presenting our case that we
are entitled, if anybody is entitled, to go and
speak to the migrants. A prominent journal
of this State publishes an advertisement ad-
dressed to migrauts, ‘‘Tdo not allow your-
selves to be used as tools to reduce wages,
Join the trade umions.’’ 1a there anybody
hetter fitted to give information to the mi-
grants on that subject than the representa-
tives of the iabour unions® The present
position cannot continne. We urge the Gov-
crnment to agree to the propesal to let repre-
sentatives of the trade unions address the
migrants. The Government should stop busy-
hodies going there and telling tales with a
view to creating an atmosphere untavaurable
to this side in polities. Wil the Minister say
that this is not a politien] statement? ¢<1L
appeal to you, men and women, to have no-
thing tu do with any person whoe will come
round to interview yom and ask you to join
eertain associations with a view to taking ae-
tion which will make you discontented with
your work,’’

The Colonial Seeretary: I would take that
to be very improper. The only people swho
have addressed the migrants when 1 have been
present have been representatives of religious
bodies.

Mr. Corboy: The Minister is present only
at convenient times.

Mr. MeCALLTUM: I am told that advice
of the kind I have quoted is given ta the
wigrants at overy opportunity by busybodies
from the National League at Fremantle.



[31 JvLy, 1923.] 47

The Colonial Secretary: There is going to
be a fair deal, and T say that if the National
hody, or any other body

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yon say that Brows,
Jones and Rebinson of the National League,
when they go there, go as citizens of Fre-
mantle, but that when McCallum and Collier
go there they go as representatives of the
Labour Party, and therefore must be kept
out. The people T refer to are prominently
associated with the Pastoralists’ Assoeiation,
and the Weld Club and the Farmers and
Settlers’ Association. T did propose to give
a whole list of specific cases, as asked for by
the Premicr earlier in the evening; but at
this late hour I shall not do so. However, 1
may give one case stated from a Fremantle
pulpit last Sunday night. It was the case of
a migrant who was sent to work in the eoun-
try at 258, per week., He worked from half
past three in the morning until 9 o’clock at
night, and at the end of the week he was
given 235, and was told that he was not suit-
able. It cost him 28s. to come back to Perth.
From Perth e watked with a friend to Fre-
mantle to the Home, where he was refused
admission. His friend had a hrother in the
eountry, who wired him to come up there. He
wired to his brother asking could he bring the
friend with him. The reply was ““No.'" The
friend, when the hrother had left for the
eenntry, attempted to commif snicide. He
was placed in the Fremantle hospital, and
was to come out yesterday. A ecollection was
taken up in the chureh to agsist that young
fellow. That man was a draftsman, sent out
here teo settle on the land.

The Colonial Seerctary:
work did this man do?

My, MeCALLUM: | ean easily locate the
case awl give particulars. Now as to the
deputation which waited on the Premier re-
garding o shartage of artisans in the build-
ing trade. [ wish to tell the Premier some
of my experienves in that connection. For
many years back I have sat in conference with
the building trades vnions to diseuss the prob-
lem of apprenticeship. T have sat in the
Arbitration Court when the two sides bave
argued that question. 1T have sat in eonfer-
ence with the master builders on the same
subject. I want to know whether it is pro-
posed to wse any of this money for the pur-
pose of introdveing building trade artisans,
keeanse T ami not prepared to vote any moneys
for such a purpose. My experience in this
matter should be worth something to the
Premier. I have genuinely tried to find a
solution of the problem. I had the privilege
of attending a conference on the subjeet con-
vened by Mr. Allen, who is in charge of tech-
nical education here in Peérth.  The confer-
ence met several evenings at the James-street
School and discussed the question. I remem-
ber when the Carpenters’ Union made ap-
plieation to the Arbitration Court that the
contractors be compelled to take a certain
number of apprenticez. But contractors will
not take apprentices. At the same time they
prescnt their ease to the public to the effect

What kind of

that the trades unions are at favlt and are
responsible for the limitations imposed on
the employment of apprentices.

The Premier: We should make an inquiry.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I have participated in
such inquiries and I know what the result
will be, The Premier should remember one
occasion when the position was the reverse
of that operating now. There is no industry
that fluctnates so much as that comprising
the building trades. Four or five years ago
we had to ask the Government to expedite
the building of workers’ homes to absorb
the men who were out of work. At that time
men were leaving the State because there was
neothing for them to do here. A few months
after that deputation there was no man out
of work and it wns impossible to get an ar-
tisan for building operations,  Although
there is a boom in the bunilding trades at
present, and although everything points to
its lasting, it may not do so. I have known
an eceasion when work represeuting some two
million pounds was in the hands of the archi-
tects.  Yet they closed down! If the Gov-
crument were to import artisans they will
find that in time the bottom will fall ont of
the building boom and there will be no work
for thosc on the spot. The only way out of
the diffienlty is to compel these pcople to
take o eertain number of apprentices.

The Premier: You have been fond of hold-
ing things up.

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 am not fond of eom-
pelling people to do things, but when these
contractors want the Government to spend
money in bringing out artizans it is time to
put furward the other side of the case.

The Premier: What would you do about it?

Mr. McCALLUM: There is a tribunal al-
realdy cstablished where these people can
state their case. Tf a trades wvnion asks for
any concession which it is competent for the
Arbitration Court to deal with, that union
is informed that it shonld go hefore the
tribunal.,

The Premier: Yes, to fix wages.

Mr. McCALLTUM: But the court fixes in-
dustrial conditions as well.  The court says
how many apprentices are to be cmployed
and the conditions under which they can be
taken on. What is the use of these con-
tractors asking the Premier to permit them
to emplor improvers when the Arbitration
Court has set its face against that position?

The Premier: I de not think they asked
for improvers. Where did vou see that state-
ment?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt appeared in the re-
ports of the deputation in the ‘‘Daily News’’
and the ‘*West Australian.’’ That was sug-
gested as one way of relieving the sitvation.

The Premier: I think that was a mistake.
T really do not think that request was made.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I know that the contrac-
tors have put that proposition forward on
previous oceasions, They make the lack of
eontinuity of contracts the excuse for not en-
couraging apprentices because they say they
cannot guarantee work for the apprentices.
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The trades unions offered the right to trans-
fer appreatices from one contractor to am-
other so0 as to get over that difficulty.

The Premier: I do not know why either
side should deeide whether a boy shall learn
& trade or not.

Mr. MeCATLLUM: But the law already
provides (hat the Arbitration Conrt i3 to
regulate the employment of apprentices. T
take n dcep interest in the apprenticeship
question nnd I made investigations in the
Eastern Stotes regarding the systems operat-
ing there. As a result of my inquiries, I say
emphatically that we are turning out in West-
ern Anstralia the finest tradesmen that can
be found in the Commonwealth. Our appren-
tices are more thoroughly taught and are
under stvicter supervision than elsewhere
owing to the scheme formulated by the court.

Mr. Pickering: What period is necessary
for training patrposes?

Mr. McCALLUM: I am prepared to leave
that point for the decision of the court after
hearing both sides. T belicve, however, that
the time has come when there should bhe o
shortening of that period in some of the
_trades.

The Premier: This is not the time to deal
with that question.

Mr. MeCALLUM: {f the Premier will give
us an assurance that none of the money we
are asked to vote will be spent in bringing
out artisans, that will satisfy me. We have
to remember that the Premier promised sym-
pathetic consideration of the requests of the
deputation.

The Premier: I will tell when I do so. I
guid I would inquire into the matter. You
eannot keep people living here without homes
hecanse we have not the buildings for them!

Mz, McCALLUM: No one wants any in-
dustry hung up or its operations curtailed, nor
does any one desire that any boy should be
deprived of the right to learn a trade if there
is an opening for him. A very onc-sided case
was presented to the Premier by the deputa-
tion. Undoubtedly the contractors endeav-
oured to place the responsibility on the trades
unions, but the fact remains that the contraec-
tors have econgistently refused to take ap-
prentices at all.

The MINTSTER FQR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [11.10]: I should like to
refer to the subject mentioned by the member
for East Perth (Mr. Hughes).

Hon. P. Collier:  Perhaps the Minister
would prefer to reserve his remarks until the
member for East Perth is present.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
responsible for his absence. T cannot let the
oceasion go without having something to say.
In 19 years of Parliamentary experience, it
ig the first time I have known of something
said privately in the Chamber being carried
outside and used for political purposes, as
wos done by the member for Fast Perth.
After leaving the Chamber on Thursday last
[ was surprised to learn that I had sent out
a message to the unemployed. Now, to-night,
| discover what happened. While the member

for Perth (Mr, Mann) was speaking to the
Address-in-reply, the member for East Perth
came across here and asked the Premier to
go out and see the uuemployed. A little
carlier I had witnessed the arrival of the
Gevernor, and heard a small section of the
unemployed hoot him. I felt that the be-
haviour of those responsible for such conducs
showed a lack of decency, and when the mem-
ber for East Perth preferred his request to
the Premier I said to him in an undertone,
“‘If thoy do not know how to behave them-
selves, 1 would sce them in Hell bhefore [
went out of the Chamber to them.’’ “*Heli'’
was the word I used. Although I have not
vet discovered whether there is such a place,
the member for Enst Perth, if it cxists, would
knpw where 3t is. It is o pretty state of
affairs when such tactics are resorted to by
hon, members, and the position is not greatly
relieved by a plea of ignorance. If state-
ments privily made in the Chamber between
one member and onother are to be carried out
to the public, I do not know where we shall
find ourselves. Many things not intended for
publication have been said to me in the Cham-
ber. I had no intention of sending out any
message to the unemployed, and T was surprised
on learning from {he hon. member that he
had conveyed my remark to the unemployed
a8 a message from me. The Premier told the
hon. member plainly and distinctly that he
was prepared to rceeive ai any time repre-
sentatives of the wuewmployed, or those acting
for them. I do not wish to say any more.
Whether as Minister or member, sometimes at
great inconvenicnee, I have donce as muech to
find employment for men as has anyone in the
{hamber, and probably more than the mem-
ber for East Perth has dome or is likely to
do. Indecd T onec made myself unpopular in
some quarters by finding employment in his
constituenty for men previously empioyed in
the mines. T have done my best for men ancm-
ployed, beeause I have been through the mill
myself, and I know it to be the most miser-
able time in a man’s life when, although will-
ing to work he cannot find work, notwith-
standing that prebably his wife and family
are running short of nccessities. Therefore
T strongly resent the statemept made by the
member for East Perth. Certainly I am as
muech in sympathy with the unemployed as
is the hon, member. I did evervthing I could
for them last year, and was roundly abused
for beginning a certain wors in the metro-
politan area te provide empleyment for mar-
ried men. I was prepared to stand that abuse
rather than have it sail I was out of sym-
pathy with men wanting work and unable to
get it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [ regrrt that the mem-
ber for Fast Perth has left for his home. I
ask the Premier to repcrt progress,

The Premier: We cannot do that.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Thete are several mat-
ters of importance which T should like to
discuss befere agreeing to grant Supply.

The Premier: We have discussed things
for hours and hours past.



[31 June, 1923.] 19

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will
agree that we have speut the sitting in die-
cussing a matter of the utmost importance
{o the weil-being of ihe State. ‘The sitting
has not been wasted. The diceussion through-
out has been a perfectly legirimate one.

The Premier: [ do not know whether it was
entirely genuine.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I do not think the
Premier is entitled to say that. The Premier
ought to report proygress.

The PREMIER: I suppose that mever be-
fore has a Supply Bill been so treated in this
House. In thc past the finances have been
discussed, or the vse to which the money is to
be put, but to-night nothing has been dis-
cussed which could not be discussed on the
Address-in-reply,. I do not see why we
ghould not pass the Bill now. Everyone who
wants to speak has spcken, and if we report
progress, and if to-morrow everybody re-
peats in Committee all that bas heen said
to-night, where ghall we get to? I do not
wish to burke discussion, far from it, but it
seems obvious that everything we have been
discessing to-night has been widely apart
from expenditure.

Hon. P. Collier: Unemployment means
nothing but expenditure.

The PREMIER: No doubt as I leave this
place half a dozer members will make as
many requests for interviews in my office
to-morrow.  Already bhave we discussed
many things.

Mr, Willcock: There are several others
which we want to discuss.

The PREMIER: The hon member has had
a very fair innings to-might.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move—

That progress be reporied.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—
Ayes 11
Noes 18
Majarity -against 7
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Munsie
Mr. Coliler Mr. Willeock
Mr. Cuaningham Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lutey (Teller)
Noes,
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Piesse
Mr. George Mr. Sampson
Mr. Harrison Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
Sir James Mitchel (Telter.)
Mr. Money

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. CONNINGHAM (Ealganrlia) [11.20]):
Before agreeing to Supply, I wish to refer
to the statements made by the Premier in
reply to the Leader of the Opposition re-
garding unemployment in Western Austra-
lia. During the recess and on the first
cceasion for a great many years, I saw men
tramping along the railways, carrying their
swags, searching for employment. Recently
I had oecasion to travel to Mullewa and on
the section of railway from Wongar Hills
to Mullewa I saw quite a number of men,
carrying their swags, travelling towards
Perth. They were sceking employment.
They were not desirous of ecoming to Perth,
but the trouble was no employment was
offering in the country. Where employ-
ment such ns land clearing is offering,
especially land elearing by econtract,  the
conditions are such that many men willing
to undertake this elass of work are unable
to do so. A considerable outlay is neces-
sary bhefore workers e¢an equip themselves
to undertake clearing, To obtain the neces-
sary equipment in outback centres costs up
to £10. We have ueen told that a number
of men in the metropolitan area are not
prepared to go to the country to engage in
land eclearing. How is it possible for men
having their homes in the city, particularly
married men, to undertake a liability of
£10 for tent, equipment and food; and
chance the conditions of the bush—the clasa
of timber to be cleared—on land they have
never seen? Thiz aspect should be com-
sidered by those people who are prone to
eriticise metropolitan unemployed for mnot
undertaking clearing in the country. It is
very difficult for men at the Labour Burcau
ta contract for work the nature of which they
do not know, and those men whe can appre-
ciate the difficulties often realise that these
contracts are unpayable. Another factor
militating against the land clearer is the
price of stores. Men working in the bush
have to pay exorbitant prices for the mneces-
saries of life

Mr, Maon: Where?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM : Anywhere in the
agricultural areas.

Mr, Mann: They simply pay the railway
freight added to the ordimary price.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: They do nothing
of the kind. I ean take the hon. member
to an agricultural district where there is a
difference of no less than 5d. on a lb. of
butter and 5d. a stone on potatoes. This
difference makes the cost exorbitant, and
this is a reasom why men are disinclined to
endertake clearing work in the country.

The Premier: 1 am sorry to hear that.

My, CUNNINGHAM: I ean produce
dockets to prove my statement.

Mr. Mann: I can understand a difference
equivalent to the railway freight.
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM: It does not cost £50
to freight a ton of outter 300 miles into the
country. It has been said that the unem-
ployed problem this year 1s not so acute
as it was last year.

Mr. Mann: Ner is it.

Mr CUNNINGHAM: Will the hon. mem-
ber aceept the figures provided by the de-
partment? TIn July of last year there were
aut the Labour Bureau 1,420 registrations
and rencwals of men seeking employment.
In July of this year the number was greater,
That should be sufficient to satisfy even the
member for Perth (Mr, Mann) that the
difficulty is more aeute this year. When the
member for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) was
gpeaking, he pointed out that our Savings
Bank ddeposits were on the decline.

Mr. Mann : Tf Savings Bank deposits
have decreased the Associated Banks’ de-
posits have increased.

The Premier: He said the State Savings
Bank deposits. A great deal of money is
put into the Commonwealth Savings Bank,
unfortunately.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The savings of the
workers go into the State Savings Bank,
and the decling in deposits indicates an un-
satisfactory position for the workers.

The Premier: You must realise that theve
are two savings hanks,

Mr. Marshall: In which
worker lodge his deposita?

The Premier: In both banks.

Mr. Marshall: The worker puts his de-
pogits in the State Savings Bank.

Mr. Mann: And alge the Commonwealth
Bank.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The figures show
that the workers who are out of employment
are withdrawing their savinga from the State
bank and going to the liastern States,

hank dees the

Me. Mann: They are comihg from the
Eastern States.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The records show

that this is the position. We are replacing
experienced warkers with inexperienced work-
ers, We are not gaining in population,

The Premior: We are.

Mr. CUNNTNGHAM: The figures given in
the quarterly ‘¢‘Statistical Abstract’’ prove
that our immigration policy has not led to
an inerease in population.

The Minister for Agrienlture: You mean
if we were not gelting tmmigrants we should
be losing in population.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: If we had no rmmi-
gration policy we should be losing badly.
There must be some reason for the decline
in population.

The Premier:
census forms.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM:
problem is State-wide.

Mr. Mann: We are hetter off than they are
in the Eastern States.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: On the 14th June
80 men presented themselves at one mine in
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder district to seek

People do not send in their

This unemployment

employment there. This state of wnemploy-
ment is due o the decline in gold production.

Mr. Mann: Was it not due to one of the
mines breaking down and 600 men being
turned out of work?

AMr. Marshall: Tt was due to the desire of
the employers to beat the arbitration award
in Kalgoorlie. They shut down the mine.

Mr. Maunn: XNothing of the kind.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: There was a break-
down in one of the mines in Kalgoorlie dur-
ing the year, but a number of employees were
dismissed from another mine in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Marshall: In order to beat the Arbi-
tration Court.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: The number of men
amployed in the gold-mining industry is
steadily decreasing, and the position has be-
come worse of late.  The Government have
done nothing to improve the atate of affairs,
or to overcome the decline in gold production.
It is true that certain numbers of men, who
ore employed in seasonal oceupations, are
thrown out of work at certain times, but this
does not apply to all industrics. The gold-
mining industry is faced with high railway
freights and high eharges for water supplies
for mining purposes. Itcpeated efforts have
been made to bring about a reduction in the
cost of water, but without success, The Gov-
ernment have been approached on many ocea-
gions to reduce the price.

The Minister for Agriculture:
ernment have approached the mines,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Onr two or three
occagions last session represemtatives of gold-
ficlds brought directly under the notice of the
{overnment Lhe need for reducing the price
of water. When the Premier returned from
the Eastern States a few wecks ago, deputa-
tions also asked bim for a reduetion., Many
months have passed sinee the matter waa
first brought up, but nothing has been done
to assist the industry in this direetion. Not-
withstanding this, we are asked to put
through Supply to enable the Government to
carry on. Quite recently a deputation from
Kalgoorlie waited on the Minister for Mines,
anil he himself paid a visit to Kalgoorlie.
There hag been no result from all these repre-
sentations to the Government., We should not
averlook those who have been trained to work
in the gold-mining industry, If we allow
ibese men to leave the State, we shall be
losing a valuable asset, and a new set of
workers will have to be trained when a better
state of affairs arises.  We are certainly
Iosing popnlation on the goldfields. I have
met several mew arrivals from overseas, and
they have told me that the Australian worker
has been grossly misrepresented in England,
Immigrants who arrived herc on the 2nd July
last have told me of the advertisements eir-
culated in England setting forth that Aus-
tralian workers are disinclined to work in the
country, and that this is why Western Auns-
tralin is advertising for people overseas to
come here and do the work. That is a mis-
representation of the position. It is work
that must be done if the eountry is to be de-

The Gov-
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veloped, and the Australian workers were
accused of unwillingness to do it. If this is
tiue it is the duty of the Government of West-
ern Austraiix fv withdraw  such  advertise-
ments. 1 was told of these advertisements
by, several migrants whom I met. Sueh mis-
representation of Australian workers shonid
be stopped. They are prepared to work in
the bush, and they have done so ever since
Australin was Australin. As long as the em-
ployment is made available on fair terms,
plenty of Australians ean be found to aceept
it. It is useless to replace Western Austra-
fians by new arrivals; this simply means
driviug our experienced workers to the East-
ern States.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [11.43]:
Before the motion is put, I sheuld like infor-
mation on two points. Do the Government
contemplate the purehase of the Fremantle
Freezing Works ?

The Premier: No, certainly net.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Those works are not
under offer to the Government in any way?

The Premier: Certdinly not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And the question cf
their purchase is not under considcration?

The Premicer: Absolutely not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is satisfactory.
Do the Government intend taking any definite
action regarding the tenders for the cutting
of sandalwood which were called some time
ago? Further, will the Premier lay on the
Table the papers connected with that subject?
Most of those interested are very much in the
dark regarding what has been done and what
is propose(l te be dome.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [11.46]: I do not propose to dis-
eugs the question of sandalwaod to-night, but
T shonid like the hon, member himself to see
the papers beforc asking that they he laid
on the Table.

Hon. P. Collier: The mattir wiil no doubt
occupy a good deul of time on the Address-in-
reply.

The PREMIER: I should like the hon.
member to inform himseclf of the position re-
garding sandalweod. The question is, of
courge, an important one for the soldficlds.

Hou. P. Collier: In any event, no definite
aetion will be taken until the House has had
an opportunity of distussing th: matter?

The PREMIER: The hon. member ean sece
the papers for himself. I shovld like the hon.
member to see them before any further dis-
cussion takes place.

Hon. P. Collier: I have not time to do so
now, before speaking on the ~ddress-in-reply.

The PREMTER: It would uot {ake the hon,
member more than five minutes to naderstand

them. Tf the hon. memiser wishes, T will take
an opportunity 1o make them available to
him.

Question put znd passed,
Resolution repoited, the report adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.
On metion by the Premier, resolved—

That towards making gcod the Supply
granted to His Majesty jor the services of
the year ending 30th June, 1924, a sum not
exceeding £793,000 be granted out of the
Conso’idated Rcvenue Fund, £668,000 from
moneys to credit of the General Loan Fund,
£18,600 from the Government Properiy
éales Fynd, £5,000 from the Land Improve-
mént Loan Fund aid €300,000 from the
Pudbliec Account for the purpose of tem-
porary adrances to be made by the Col-
onial Treasurer,

Regolution reported, the report adopted.

Bill introdueed.

In accordance with the foregoing -resolu-
tions, Bill introduced and read a first and
second time,

In Committee, ete.
Mr. Munsie in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Rill.
Clause 1 -- Issne
£1,790,600:
Hon, P, COLLIER: What was the loan ex-
penditure of Jast year?

The PREMIER: It was £3,644,699, of
which amount G9 per eent. was spent on
agriculture.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted {o the
Council.

and applieation of

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [11.58): I move—

That the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shal! meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, TWednesdays, and Thursdays of
4.30 p.m., and sha'l git wntil 6.15 p.m, if
necessary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m.
onwards.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [11.59]: I am surprised that the
Premier should press the motion at this june-
ture. He knows very well that at the com-
mencement of almost cvery session exception
is taken to the hours mentioned in the mo-
tion. They have been epposed by members of
the Country Party, only two of whom are
present now. It looks as if the Premier wants
to get this through without opposition. I do
not think it fair that the motion should be
presseld at this iime. The Premier should
leave it till to-morrow.

The Premier: But noboedy objects.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Perhaps you have
agreed to it at o joint party meeting.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will take
the responsibility for it.

Mr. Marghall: But you have to do what
the executive tells you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is of import-
ance to the so-called representatives of farm-
ing distriets, Therefore I hope the Premier
will defer it till to-morrow, for to press the
motion now is to take an unfair advantage
of his Country Party supporters, of whom so
few are left in the House.

The Premier: Your last train has gone.

‘Question put and passed.

GOV]-AR\I'\TENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered:

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Gov-
ervment business shall tuke precedence of
all motions and Orders of the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, sessional com-
mittees were appointed as follows:—

Library: Mr. Speaker, Mr, Collier, and Mvr.
My, J. MacCallum-Smith.

Standing Orders: Mr, Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, Mr, Durack, Mr. Money,
and Hon. T. Walker.

House : Mr. Speaker, Mr. Harrison, Mr,
Mullany, Mr. O'Logklen, and Mr. Teesdale.

Printing: Mr. Speaker, Mr. @’ Laghlen, and
My, J. MacCallum-Smith.

House adjourned at 12.5 am.
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SCHOOL SITE, BIBRA.

Hon. G. POTTER asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government received
as a gift, three acres of land situated at the
junction of Warwick road and North Lake
road in the Bibra and North Lake district?
2, What conditions, if any, governed the gift?
3, When will the Government comply with the
conditions?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, The condition was that a
school should be erceted within twelve months,
dating from 31st August, 1922, 3, The work
will be carried out as soon as possible.

QUESTION-—IRWIN COALFIELD.

Hon, T. MOORE asked the Minister for
Edueation: In view of the favourable indi-
cations discovered by the Government boring
party on the Irwin coalfield some months ago,
do the Government intend to proceed further
with boring operations there?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: When horing was discontinued it was
decided that, should the Government again
assist in this direction, it would only be on
the distinet understanding that the owners of
the land on which the bores were put dowm
would agree to repay the whole of the ex-
penditure incurred in regard to such bores
should the coal seams be worked; thia for the
reason that the titles to the land did not
contain a reservation of coal to the Crownm,
and therefore it is the property of the free-
holder. Consequently Government expendi-
ture with snch a stipulation would mean that
the Government was proving the value of the
coal measures owned by land owmers. This
decision was intimated to the parties con-
cerned, but so far ne consent has been forth-
coming.

QUESTION—YUNA-MULLEWA RAIL-
WAY EXTENSION,

Hon., T. MOORE asked the Miniater for
Education: 1, Have the Government decided
to send the Railway Advisory Board to in-
spect the land along the route of the proposed
Yuna-Mullewa railway extensiont 2, If so,
whent

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon as possible,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Minister for Education
sessional committees were appointed as fol-
lows:—

Standing Orders—The President, the Min-
ister for Education, the Chairman of Com.
mittees, Hons. J. Nicholson and A. Lovekin.

Library—The President, Hons. A. J. H.
Saw and H. Stewart.



